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WIELAND. 



C H A p. I. 

Order coold not readily be intro- 

duced into my thoughts. The voice 
still rung in my ears. Every accent 
that ^as uttered by Carwin was fresh, 
in my remembrance* His unwelcome' 
approach^ the. recognition of his person^ 
his hasty departure^ produced a com* 
plex impression on my mind which no 
wordsi can delineate. I strove to give, 
a slower motion to my thoughts^ and to 
regulate a confusion which became 
painful ; but my efforts were nugatory. 
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I covered my eyes with my hand^ and 
sat, I knfow not how long^ without 
power to «rniage of utter ny con- 
ceptions* " ' ' 

I had remained for hours^ as I be- 
lieved^ in absolute solitude. No 
thought of personal danger had molest- 
ed my tranquillity. I had made no 
preparation for defesce. What was it 
that suggested the design of perusing 
my father's manuscript ? If^ instead , 
df this^ t had retired to bed^ and to 
deep^ to what fate might I not havebeea 
rtaerved ? The ruffian^ who must alnsost 
bsve suppressed his breathings to screedk- 
himself from discovery; would have 
noticed this signal^ and I should have 
awakened only to perish with affright, 
Md to abhor myself. Could I have, 
remained unconscious of my danger ? 
Could. I have tranquilly slept in the 
midst of so deadly a snare ? 

And who was he that threatened to 



destroy me ? By vfbmt metal omiUt h« 

hide bimsel^f in tfafis closet ? . Surely bo 

is gifted with stfperriiatifraL ^wib^% 

Such is theeaeiny of whoie attonl|)ts I 

v/i9» fiiTeWwifed. ]>aiiy i bad seen bim 

aad conversed with him. ' Nothing 

cOiiTd- be dftcemleA throafgii the iinpe* 

netrttble veiV of bis duplicity. Whes 

basriefi ia conject^ires^ as to the author 

of lAieeVflthat wastbrmtMed^ my mind 

did not irgbt, fo^ a m^m^sAy 'Upon hii 

iiliager Y^ ha)$ -he^ not tfvowed himself 

my ononiy ? Why sbould he^ he bere 

if be bad not^tti^difated evil? 

Ho eonfes^^ that this has been hia 
second attempt. What wa^ the seetie 
of his formfe^r €0fii8)>imcy ? Was it not 
he whose wbii^pers betrayed bitn ? Atti 
I deceived ; or was there not a faint to* 
semblciiice between the voice of this 
mian and that which talked of grasping 
my throaty and extingtiisbing my life 
in a nMmemt ? Then he had a co!*> 
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league in bis crictie; now he is alotie* 
Then' death was this scope of his 
thoughts ; now an injury unspeakably 
more dreadful. How thankful should 
I:be to the power that has interposed 
to save me ! 

That power i^ invisible. It is subject 
to the cognizance of^one of my senses. 
What are the means that will inform 
n{e of what nature it is ? He has set 
himself to counterwork the machina* 
tions of this man^ who had menaced 
destruction to all that is dear to me^ and 
whose cunning had surmounted every 
human impediment. There was none 
to rescue me from his grasp. My rash- 
nesseven hastened the completion of his 
scheme> and precluded him from the be- 
nefits of deliberation. I had robbed 
him of the power to repent and forbear* 
Had I been apprised of the danger^ I 
fhould have regarded mj conduct as 
the means of rendering my escape from 
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it impossible. Such^ likewise^ seem io 
have been tbe fears of my invisible pro- 
tector; elsewby that startling entrea* . 
tj to refrain from opening the closet ? 
Bj what inexplicable infatuation was I 
compelled to proceed ? 

Yet my conduct was wise. Carwio, 
unable to comprehend my folly, ascrib- 
ed my behaviour to my knowledge. 
He conceived himself previously detect- 
ed^ aod such detection being possible to 
flow only from my heavenly friend^ and 
his eneroy^ his fears acquired additional 
strength. 

He is apprised of the nature and in^ 
tentions of this being. Perhaps he is a 
human agent. Yet, on that supposi^ 
tion, his achievements are incredible. 
Why should I be selected as the object 
of bis care ; or^ if a mere mortal, should 
I not recognize some ope, whom,' bene- 
fits imparted and received bad prompteCl 
to love me ? What were the Umits wA 
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duration, of Iu» guaidiaQship f Was 
tba.geoiusr of my bkth eotcusted by 
4f vine benignity viith thig province f 
Ax^ human f^oulti^ adequate to ceceiye 
XtMoger pxQOfs of the exii^tenceof un%t- 
tered and beneficent intpUigences thiuii 
JhaYexeceived? 

But who was this maj^^s ooadjuAor } 
7^0 Moice that aekno.wledgedi ag alli* 
anee in treachery with Ca^wiiL warned 
me to a^pJL^ the suinmer«*hoas6. H^ 
aasiired me that there ^y mjiy safety 
waa endangered. His assun^nee^ as it 
pow appears^ was fallacious* Was 
there not deceit in hi» ad|i»ooition ? 
Was bis compact really annnJled t 
8ome purpose waS) perhaps/ to be ac- 
CMaplisbed by preventing my ifutufe 
yisits to that spot. Why was I enjoin- 
ed sileni;e to otfaevs^ on the. subject of 
ft is admonition^ unless it were for some 
vnapthorized and guilty purpose B 

No one but myself was accustomed 
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to Tisit it. Backward, it was hidden 
from distant view b; the r4>ck, and in 
tVoB't, it was screeD^d from all examina-^ 
tioQy by creeping fisiuts, and tfa« 
btaacbes of cedars. What recess could 
be more propitious to secrecy ? The 
i^irit which haunted it formerly wa* 
pure and rapturous. It was a fane sa* 
cred to the memory of inikntile dayss 
Aod to blissful imaginatioos of the fu- 
ture! What a gloomy reverse had 
auceeedied sinc^ theominous arrival of 
this stranger ! Now, perhaps^ it is the 
scene of his meditalions. Purposes 
fraught with horror, that shuu the 
light, and contemplate the pollution 
of irmocence, are here engendered, and 
fostered, and reared to maturitj'. 

Such wer^ the ideas that, during the 
night, were tumultuously revolved by 
me. I reviewed every conversation itt 
which Carwin bad borne a part. I 
st^ied io discover the true inferences 
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deducible from his deportment and 
"words with regard to his former adven- 
tures and actual views. I pondered on 
the comments which he had made on 
the relation which I had given of the 
closet dialogue. No new ideas sug- 
gested themselves in the course of 
this review. My expectation had^ 
from the firsts been disappointed on the 
small degree of surprise which this 
narrative excited in him. He never ex* 
plicitly declared his opinion as to the 
nature of those voices^ or decided 
whether they were real or visionary. 
He recommended no measures of cau- 
tion or prevention. 

But what measures were now to bo 

< 

taken ? Was the danger (hat threaten- 
ed me at an end ? Had I nothing more 
to fear ? I was lonely, and without 
xneans of defence. I could not calcu- 
late the motives and regulate the foot* 
iteps of this person. What certaiotjr 



was there that he would not re-assume 
fais purposes^ and swiflly return to the 
execution of them ? 

This idea covered me once more with 
dismay. How deeply did I regret the 
solitude iu which 1 was placed^ and 
how ardently did I desire the return of 
day! But neither of these inconveni- 
ences were susceptible of remedy. At 
first it occurred to me to summon my 
servant^ and make her spend the night 
in my chamber ; but the inefficacy of 
this expedient to enhance my safety was 
easily seen. Once I re&olved to leave 
the house> and retire to my brother'9^ 
but was deterred by reflecting on the 
unseasonableness of the hour^ on the 
alarm which my arrival^ and the ac- 
count which I should be obliged to 
givej might occasion, and on the dan- 
ger to which I might expose myself 
in the way thither. I began, likewise, 
to consider Carwin*s return to moleat 
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me M exoeeding iaiproba&Ie. He lia^ 
relinquislied of his owtt accord bis d^- 
sign^ and departed without coisful^ion^ 
'• Surely/*^ said I^ ** there i^ ctfnpipo- 
tence in the cause that changed th^ 
views of a man like Garwio. The di- 
vinity that shielded wm from his 9t* 
tempts will take suitable care of my 
future safety. Thus to yi^ld tQ my 
fears^ is to desecTB that thev should b^ 
real/^ 

Scarcely had I uttered tkese ^ord^^ 
when my attentiott was startled by the 
louod of footsteps. They denoted $oaie 
one stepping into the piazza ia front gf 
my house. My Bew-boro conSdeiMe 
was extinguished ia a mommt. Car- 
win^ I thought^ had sepented hk de* 
parturcj and was hastily. Keturoing« 
The possibility that his i:$tU:i*n yrs^B 
pcompted.by intentioQS eonsisieot witi^ 
my sa&ty found noplace ia my wiwdL 
Images of violation and murder assailed 
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me aiiew> and the terrors which suc- 
ceeded almost incapacitated me from 
taking any measures for my defence. 
It was aa impulse of which I Wat 
scarcely cofiBfiio OS that made me fasten 
the lock and draw the bolts of my 
chamher door. Having dofit this^ 1 
threw myself oa a seat^ tot I tremble^ 
to a degree which disabled me from 
standings and my soul was so perfectly 
absorbed in the act of listenings that 
almost the vital motionfi were stopped* 
The door below creaked on its 
binges. It waa not again thrust to^ 
but appeared to remain open. Foot^ 
steps entered^ traversed the entrj^ and 
began to mount the stairs. How I de-» 
terted the folly of not pursuing tho 
man whea he withdrew^ and bolting 
after him the outer door ! Might he 
not conceive this omission to be a proof 
that my angel had deserted'mej and be 
thereby fortified in guilt i 
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Every step on the stairs whic& 
tirought him nearer to my chambev 
added vigor to my desperation. The 
evil with which I was menaced was to 
be at any rate eluded. How little did 
I preconceive the conduct which, in 
an exigence like this, I should be 
prone to adopt. You will suppose 
that deliberation and despair would 
have suggested the same course of 
action, and that I should have, unhe- 
sitatingly, resorted to the best means of 
personal defence wkhia my power. A 
penknife lay open upon my table. I 
remembered that it was these, and 
seized it — for what purpose you will 
scarcely inquire. It will be immedi- 
ately supposed that I meant it for my 
last refuge^ and that if all other means 
should fail, I should plunge it into the 
heart of my ravisher. 

I have lost all faith in the steadfast* 
ness of human resolveac It was thus 



that in periods of calm I had delennin- 
ed to act. No cowardice had boea 
held by me in greater abhorrence than 
that which prompted an injured fema!« 
to destroy, not her injurer ere the in- 
jury was perpetrated, but herself when 
it was without remedy. Yet now this 
penknife appeared to me of no other 
use than to baffle my assailant, and 
prevcBt the crime by destroying my- 
self. To deliberate at such a time 
was impossible; but among the tumul- 
tuous suggestions of the moment, I'do 
not recollect that it once occurred to 
me to use it as an in&trumentof direct 
defence. 

The steps had now reached the se- 
cond floor. Every footfall accelerated 
the comple^tioft, without augratentiBg-, 
the certainty of evil. The conscious- 
ness tiiat the door, was fast, now that 
nothing but that was interposed be- 
tween me aad danger^ was a source ©f 
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some CMSolation. I cast my eje to- 
lizards tbe window. This, likewise, 
wag a iievf suggestion. If tbe door 
should give way^ it was my sudden re« 
solution to throw myself from tbe win- 
dow. Its height from the ground^ 
which was cohered beneath by a brick 
pavement^ wou4d ensure my destruc* 
tion ; but i tho^ight not of ihat^ 

When opposite to my door, the foot-* 
steps ceased. Was he listening whe- 
ther my fears were allayed^ and my 
caution were asleep ? Did he hope to 
take me by sorprise ? Yet, if so, why 
did he allow so many noisy signals to 
betray his approach ? Presently tbe 
steps were again heard to approach the 
door. A hand was laid upon tbe lock^ 
and .th€ latch puUed back. Did he 
iDKigine it possible that I should fail to 
secure the door ? A sHght effort was 
made to pu«b it open, as if all bolts 
being withdrawn^ s^ slight efiort oalj 
was requifed*^ 



I jM moaner perc^vefl Ibis^ thm { 
moved swiftly towarde the wiadow* 
Carwin'a frame might bt said to be all 
muscle. Hi^ $tr^ng(b nud activity 
had appaajreid^ m various ioatouce^ ta 
be furodigiitHis. A slight exartion of 
Jbis f^ree vould deioolii^li the di^f. 
Wauld Bot that exeriioa he madie? 
T(N> surely lA would ; hui ai the same 
nf>ment <^t th(g obslacle should yields 
und h^ should entei? the apArtineiit, my 
d;eiermiQatioa was fofraed ti^leap &om 
the Ni^iodaw. My seaaes wer^ still 
baujod to this object. 1 gazed at t^be 
Aqjov ia momentary expectai-ipn that the 
Msault would be maf^« Tbe pause 
coatipuedu The person wi<rh^ilt wa» 
j!ri?esolut(^ and nootionles^^ 
: ^ udden ly i t ec c urf ed to tm th U Cn r- 
>(vin might have conceived me to have 
ft^d. That I bad »ot bet^^n myself 
to flight w aa^ icuked^ tbe least probable 
of aU eoiKtiisioflt. Ia thiJ9 peii^iuiMoa 
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he must have been confirmed on finding* 
the lower door unfastened^ and the 
chamber door locked. Was it not 
wise to foster thi» persuasion ? Should 
I maintain a deep silence^ this^ in ad- 
dition to other circumstances^ might 
encourage the belief^ and he would 
once more depart. Every new reflec- 
tion added plausibility to this reason- 
ing. It was presently more strongly 
enforced, when I noticed footsteps 
withdrawing from the door. The 
blood once more flowed back to my 
hearty and a dawn of exultation began 
to rise: but my joy was short lived. 
Instead of descending the stairs^ he 
passed to the door of the opposite 
chamber, opened it, and having entered^ 
shut it after him with a violence that 
shook the house. 

How was I to interpret this circum- 
stance ? For what end could he have 
entered thii^ chamber ? Did the vio-- 
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lence *Witli which he closed the door 
testify the depth of his vexation ? Thifl 
room was usuallj occupied by Pleyel. 
Was Carwin aware of his absence on 
this night > Could he be suspected of 
a design so sordid as pillage ?. If this 
were his view there were no means in 
my power to frustrate it. It behoved 
me to seize the first opportunity to 
escape ; but if n^y escape were suppo- 
sed by my enemy to be effected, no 
asylum was more secure, than the pre- 
sent. How could my passage from the 
house be accomplished without noises 
that might incite him to pursue me ? 

Utterly at a loss to account for hi« 
going into Pleyers chamber, I waited ^ 
in instant expectation of hearing him 
come forth., AH, however, was pro- 
foundly still. I listened in vain for a 
considerable period, to. catch the sound 
of the door when it should again be 
opened. There was no other avenue 
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hy whuh hn could 09^ape b-ftt- a 4po;r 
:wbich led ukQ the ^irl'^ qharpbi&i:. 
WouU anjr evil from thk quajci^r b^^ 
lisai the girl ? 

Ueooe 4£i)fle. a new ir^^in. of ^ppre- 
JbeosiODs. They, m^erely added to the 
tuvbplenee and agooy of my reflecU- 
BW. Whatever evil unpenHiied over 
kcr, I li.4d no power iQ avert it. S#^ 
-clt^aioii andsiknce were ih^ e^ly Uiea^ 
»£ sAViferg mydelffroQi t^. perils of ihi^ 
f«Ul. »igfa>t. Wha^ fipiseinn vovf^s di4 
X pA»t up, Ibat if I ahoiuld mao iv^re 
bdbttlctihe li^ht of day^ I VFOiiId aevier 
tciifit myfielf again witbxa the threshold 
i>f thJa dweHjflg i 

Minute lijigeced after miuute^ but 
BO to^'en was gtvea ihuJk Carwin ha4 
returned to the passage. Wha^t^ I 
Again aaked^ could detain bim in this 
voom ? Was it posaible that be bad- 
returned^ and glided* uiiperceived> 
away ? I was speedily aware of th^ 
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K94^a ^ t}iat hewJ^ I twt ar^iaus 

ThiB obj;eGt that first attracted Hiy 
^^ttentien ^a^ a^a li^aiiiii figure st^jid* 
mg on the edge pf tl;ie b^ivk. Perhaps 
^J p^petpatiQii wsjg ^fti^ted hy my 
jbppesn . S^ ib^% ^s ijl; willj the figure 
i^f C^rwii^ was clearly distiaguish^bH 
From the obscurity of my atatioo^ it 
was irsppossible that I sbould be dis- 
f;e^i|ed by bim^ wd yet be scarcely siaf- 
felled jm^ to catch 9t glijiipse of hiw^ 
Hj& t»^^aj?d anj| vimi dpwa the 8tei3p> 
Yi}^i/ch^ i^.tbisp^rX syas not difficuU to 
l^ scftM. 

My C(w»jee4i}r)e ihi^ bad bden right 
C%mm had foftly opeiwd this door> d^r 
f c«9ded tbic stairs aivd issued forib^ 
That I sbwld not, kftw ovcf bfifti;<l bi$ 
#1^11^ wft9 Qoly liss i&cn^dible tb^P 
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that my eyes had deceived me. But 
"what was now to be done ? The housv 
"was at length delivered from this de- 
tested inmate. By one avenue migbt 
he again re-enter. Was it not vfke to 
bar the lower door ? Perhaps he had 
gone out by the kitchen door. For 
this end he must have passed through 
Judith's chamber. These entrances 
being closed and baited^ as great se- 
curity was gained as was compatible 
with my lonely condition*. 

The propriety of these measures 
was too manifest not to make me strug* 
gle successfully with my fears. Yet 
I opened my own door with the utmost 
caution^ and descended as if I were 
afraid thatCarwin bad been still im« 
mured in PleyePs chamber. The 
outer door was a-jar. I shut^ with 
trembling eagerness, and drew every 
bolt that appended to it. I then passed 
with light and less cautious steps 
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through tbe parlour, but was surprised 
to discover that the kitchen door was 
secure. I was compelled to acquiesce 
in the first conjecture^ that Carwin 
had escaped through the entry. 

. My heart was now somewhat eased 
of the load of apprehension. I return- 
ed once more to my chamber^ the door 
of which I was careful to lock. It 
was no time to think of repose. The 
moonlight began already to fade be** 
fore the light of the day. The ap- 
proach of morning was betokened by 
the usual signails. 

I mused tipon the events of this 
nighty and determined to take up my 
abode henceforth at my brother's. 
Whether I should inform him of what 
had happened was a question which 
seemed to demand some consideration. 
My safety unquestionably required 
that I should abandon my present ha- 
bitation. 



2f yftsiMm^ 

Au my tboughte befj^irto iow vniU 
fbwer imped iodreiit^^ the image of Pley^K 
smd the d«ibro<rane88 of bis^ conditicm> 
agdm F^ctrfred to me. I ag^in raii 
over the pfogsib^e caur^e^ of bis absOM^^ 
on tfals p^retedfiig €{ay« My mind i^i^as 
altuned to melancholy. I dwelt, witfr 
ail ob^inaey fbr wbieh I couM riot 
ak:fcoufAs on t9ie id:ea of his death. ' 1 
pflifinited to mysdf b«s sti'nggles ^itli 
the b#lo1v9, and hid la^ af^afrance. 

I imagined my^lf a imdniglft wstti^ 
derer oii the shore, afifd to have feium- 
bled on his corpse, whkh the tide had 
cairt up« The^o dteary iumge^ a-ffS^ted 
me even to tears; I ettdedvoti^red not 
to reef rain them. They imparted a 
relief whifch I had iMt anticipated. 
The more copiously they flowed, the 
more did my general sensations appeser 
to subside into caSin, and a certain 
restlesMieBs graduaHy givo way to 
repose. 



Perhaps, relieved by this effusion^ 
the slumber so much wanted migfit 
have ^ stolen on thy senses^ had thert 
been no new csbuse -foe akrm. 



V 
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CHAP. II. 



I WAS aroused from this stupor by 
'4iouDcls that evidently arose in the next 
chamber. Was it possible that I had 
been mistaken in the figure M^hich I had 
seen on the bank ? or had Carwin by 
some inscrutable means penetrated 
once more into this chamber ? The 
opposite door opened ; footsteps came 
forthj and the person^ advancing to 
inine^ knocked. 

So unexpected an incident robbed 
me of all presence of mind^ ahd starting 
up, I involuntarily exclaimed^ *' Who 
is there ?" An answer vi^as immediate* 
ly given. The voice, to my inexpres* 
sible astonishment, was Pleyel's. 

'' It is I. Have y<«i risen ? If you 



h9»e not^ make haste ; I want three 
minutes' conversatioii, with jou in the 
parlour — I wiil wait for you there." 
^yi<^g this he retired from the door. 

Should I confide in the testicaooy of 
my ears? If that were trwe, it was 
Pkyel that had heen hitherto immured 
in the opposite chamber: he whom rojr 
rueful fancy had depicted in so mnny 
ruinous and ghastly shapes ;. he whose 
footsteps had been listened to 'with such 
inquietude ! What isonan^ that know* 
ledge is ») sparingly . conferred upoa 
him ! that his heart should be wrung 
vi^ith distress^ and his frame be. exam?-' 
mated with fear^ though his svifety be 
encompassed with impregnable waUs ! 
what are the bounds of human imbed- 
lity ! He .that warned me of the pre* 
.sence of my foe refused the intimation 
by which so many racking fears would 
have been precluded. 

Yet who would haye imagined the 
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sirisaJ ;«£ J^Jej* »ft ^iioir n 

i^IU^ impatieno^ vmuid not «3l|[oiir »B! 

dtandingiai a ^ii^#^^ wiiii^mcuiit 
dawa^ AS in medilMioii^ wd: w m f aUhd 

4 

MimlMreait £TJ6rf]0iei»]»8 cqiuk 
toiimce wm pregnant witk miMMm* 
To this was added a certaw vanaest 
and air of fatigiie* 1^ iaB(t iiine I 
had sew Mn appearonoei luid bean thd 
reiiFArM (tf thiQse. I wm startiod sAiAm 
ti^v^4 The first iiapaise was tff 
-question him as to the cause. This iai- 
^pulse ^as supplaated^by sooie decree of 
eanfusioot flpwiog from a coascioumess 
that lot e had too l^iTge, aad^ as it ria^^ 
pro ve» a perceptible share, ior^ci^aitiig 
this impulse. I vfas silent. 



4 

gmsh altogether ideffiibtje^ N^^r had 
I vHb«mw4 a lijb# 4i«Ma«#«rlp Pleyel^. 

q»»ia ciMiQt^nanee w iwtiiilf ^lirf wal 

$t3C(ijB|g*«^ for iltt^WM:^ ; iml^ «rog- 

ai**iir«eii:^?r^y ft§mm^ 

ta be leng^ir KJIfdtt ^ "^^ ^t^att,*^ Mi4 

i He ;^arted at tli^ $9m^ 0f my i^oiee. 
HiSv Jeeojcs' Cor a ntoBHAit be^eamd eott* 
viilaed \;fcitit mem^iim rery iiSeraif 
fntm i^ef; 1]$^ acceate ^^jee broken 
with rage^ 

: *'^WI»«irtter-^G wretch !**--4fc^ 
qwsitely &^hi0iie4^-bQ whoQt m^urt 
stemed tO' bii^e exhausted adll het 
g)qpu^6 ; ii?ith: ebaitts so aw^ and so 

c « 
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htltei hoyr ^rt thou falWnt Fronn 
H¥b^t height fallen 1 A ruin so complete^ 
iso unheard of r* ^ 

/pis Tvords were again choaked by 
amotion. Grief and pky -w ere again 
mingled ip his features. • He resumeil 
; JA.a tone half suffocated hj sobs. , 
• /^'Bu* why should I Opbraid th(BC ? 
Could I restore to thee ^h«it. thou ha^ 
lost; efface this cursed stain ; snatcn 
4be6 £rotQ'the jaw$ of this^ fiend; I 
>!0uld do it/ Yet what will avail mjr 
£fibrt$ ? . I have not arms with which to 

; . _ .'4 

contend with so consummate^ so 

* ■ ''';■■' 

frightful, a depravity. ' . ' 

:,^T;^S Evidence less than this would onlV 
-.^a3Ke :es cited' resentment and ^scorh. 
Jtbe wretch who should ba,ve breathed 
j a suspicion, injurious tq t}^y honour^ 
j TirauLd^have been regarded without an- 
ger!; ncM: hatred or envy coiild have 
pnimpted liiin ; it would merely be an 
acfsumcnt of madness. That n2iy e/esj 
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thai my ears^ should be^r witness* tQ tl|iy; 
fall ! By ho other way could detesti-; 
ble conviction be imparted. 
' '^'^ Why do I summon thee to this con- 
Cerence ? .Why expose myself to' tky 
derision? Here admonition and eti^ 
treaty are vain. Thou knowest him^ 
iatlready, for a murderer and thief. I 
ii^A thought to have been the first to 
disclose to thee bis infamy; to have 
warned thee of the pit to which thou . 
art hastening ; but thy eyes are opep in , 
v^tin. O foul and insupportable ;dis-* 

grace ! » 

''There is butone^path, I know 

you will disappear together'. In thy 
ruin how will the felicity and honour pf 
multiiudes be involved ! But it mu»t. 
come. This scene shall not be blotted 
by his nrescnce. No doub^ 4hou wilt* 
shortly see thy ' detested - paramour. . 
This scene v^ill be again polluted by. a* 
m idnight assignation . Inform him of* 



hk dktsget; teN him (hat his eirl^es 

are kBOl¥)i ; let him fly tkt and instant- 

Ij fVom this ^pat, if he desires <d atotd 

the fkte which menaced him iti Ireland. 

^ "^' And wilt thou not stay behind f-f- 

'Bftit shame upon my weakn^sls. „'l 

'IteDW not "what I would say.— 1 hjttc 

dbne what I p urposed . To stay Ibrtget, 

tft expostulate^ to heseech, ' to enuriije- 

rtfe ftie coDsequcriCes cyf thy act*- what 

end Can it serve but to bla:Kon thy tfifa- 

^naff ^iftfl enibrtter our w6es P And yet, 

'(Sr^iSky ihink ei'e it be too Tate/ on tlie 

dhitresses which thy flight will entail 

iipifn tis ; on'tlie orase, groyelttng^' aqd 

tflfovious cbarft^ter iof tbe. wre^cl^ ' id 

Iti^iioUk fhda'iast sold i\ej ^(Aioiir: ' But 

W^^ tMs ^ Is noi tti^ Sc^^ litf- 

l^eittti^afiTe^ ftadCfaj Heart thOToug^^ 

lelinker^d Y (> nidsi speciousV nid inipw 

'^Ur^ ^»;1ii! i;ii8liedt?^iiil''of itie 



]B^ brotiiar's^ I badjaa |Ki\ror t^ pve^ 
vent his goiig:> pv te r^c^ll^ m to follow 
biRU The «€ceat9 I liad keard. irty* 
caiciilatecl to cmfound iand beffrUd^r. 
I locked arotuid me to ussur^^myp^f 
^^t ibe seeoa vv as f^al . i mot^d .lb|tt 
I iii%'hi IkMiiA tbe dduM tbat t V^ 
awake. SoiA eawrrrN^Hf klifii}l|M|toi^s 
Iremt^inooiliof Plej«el ! Tobesli]^ 
loatized witli tfae mniies of wmrtoft an4 
profligate \ To ba eba^gad witb tb* 
tMiificeo£bonOiif} wkti mid^ig^t^e^^ 
]%8 inritb a wf eteb kyiown to ba> liE^f^«* 
(leiner ao# thief t witk a» ktentioii %> 
iy IB hia zWktis^j ! . 

. , WhiA IhadheMrd ifW^ t^elyjlte^ 
dictate of Bbceiiat^ or lit was botk^mMm. 
901110^ mtaiy ioffteM€Qifiptebensible mis« 
^tw^ Au^ the b^nroTft of .i^re ni^bt:^ 
aiteff ttftdwgoiii^, l^erih to immuiei^t 
&fmth|aaif«, to W^iimiQoi»ed' to a^ 
mterviDW Ubs Am. r %xi fioi Pleti^ 

c fk 
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fpaiiglit wjtb a «l))elief thaf, iostead o^f 
having chosea deatb as a refuge froip 
the violence of this man^ I had hugged 
li^ bareness to mj hearty had sacrificed 
£qi: him my jpurity^ my spotless name^ 
t|iy ffieadships^ and my fortune ! that 
erven madness could engender accuse* 
tiQOS like these was not to be believed. 
: W,h*t evidence could possibly sug- 
geft coiDLceptions so wild ? After the 
i^^Iooked-for interview with Carwin int 
my chantiher^ he retired* Could Pieyel: 
h^ve .observed his exit ? It was not 
long aftei: that Pieyel himself entered. 
Did he build on this incident his 
odious conclusions? Could the long 
mies of 9iy actions and sentiments gtant 
me^no exemption from suspicions %(>'. 
foul ? Was it not more rational. to iii* 
fer ^hat Carwin's desij^n^ had been ilUi^ 
cit ; that my life had been endangered 
by the fury of one whom^ by some 
WfimB^, he bad discovered to b^ «^ as-^ 



• . * * 

{^assin and robber; tbat.jtiy hbnouf Tiad 
been a8saiIed;»j;iotbj bland rsbments^ bui 
by violence ? ,* 

; He bas judged me wif bout bearing^. 
He bas drawn from dubiou$ appear- 
ancesj conclusions the most improbable 
and unjust. He bas loaded me wiiH 
all outrageous epitbets. He has rank- 
ed me with prostitutes and thievesw I 
cannot pardon thee,. Plejel, fpr^ ibTa 
injusdce. * Thy.understandling must bp 
hurt. Jfit be not, if thy coqduct was 
sober and deliberate, I can never for- 
^ive an x)uti'ag^ , so unmaulv and' si 

gross^c 

r .TChe^e J Ibou^bts ^ gradually gave 
pUce to others rf Pleyel was poss^^sed 
by -^oflae mon^entary phrenzy : 'appear- 
ances had led bim into palpable errors* 
^Whenc^^ could Jiijf sagacity have coiii- 
tracted jtbis, blindness? ''Was it not 
.loyei?, Rrevionsly assured of my affec- 



lioaCor.Carwin^.distracted withf gviel 



^ ' *4*- i*^ ^*» •, 




V • . ■ t. ' ' ' 

M. irtELANb* 

iiid jealousjr, and impelled btCher oil 
that late hour bv iooie unknown insti^^ 
gatioo^ his imaeination transformed^ 
raadowft into monsten, and plunged 
him intto these deplorable errors 
,,This idea was not unattended V 
€Qn9oIation»\^ My sbul was dividea 
between indignation at his injustiti. 
and delight on account of the source 
from which I conceited it to sprinir. 
For a long time; they would allow ad^ 
mission to no other thoughts. Stir- 
pdise is an emotion that enf^Mes. ]iibt 
mTignrates. ^ All my meditatiems weop 
IM^CQinpviied >^ith wondec;. | r/miblfi^ 
»^^ ;^^ueKie9s> or clung to one ima^ 
^^\ aa ' obstinacjr< which suiKci^'tl j 
te9|iJM. th* madclefling inhtfence ' iJlr 
lateiransaetions* , , , ; 

, , GradttiUljr Ipf ociraed to relfectn^m 
the fOBse^u^iices of tnejdi*! mrtt^ 
j^f^ 091 tlui| measures I snouM taR^^ 
ftta? d misaiiTagaitHit fiihire injiiiry trom 
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Carwin.. Should I suffer this mistake 

to be ae tected b^ tim^ i Ty ne^ nii 

passioD should siibsicfel would hb li^t 

^erceiTethe fiagraocj of his iojusticey 

and hasten to atone fpr it ? |)id it liot 

become pi V character to testify ries^ut- 

QMipt for language aaa treatment sa 

opprobrious I vVrapf up in the cott^ 

^i0usiies9 of innocence^ and cvtA^mg 

la the iaflueace of time and relBfecticm 

to confute .BO groundless a chir^e;'}| 

wtL» m J laroTiiice to be passive &u4 

sjfent. . ^' ' ; ■ '• -''' 

As lo the Vblefices medltaied M 

C^WpWiUj and the means of eludilig^em> 

tl^pipLih to be taken by m^ Wa^ btiti^ 

ofis/ i[^ fesolyed <b tellthe talfe to ^ 

^iroiliaf, and regulate myself 1>y'^^ 

^a^ice: IPor tfiis end,/Wheii tbfe ttAJrrf. 




^i^ l^r cuitbitiary occupatidiJa; 
^ loon M t ^bed^d^ she remariUA 
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Iff #ittA^i>; 

a'cliange tn ttiy looi^s. i teas ii6t W^ 
Kiiglta alarifl fcer'^ by Hhe' itif artnationr 
wMth 1 had to communicate. Hef? 
health Mras in that corrditibti wfaitfai 
rendered a disastf ous' tarepiarticirlarliy' 
iuisuitUblfr. '■' 1 ^^rebore* a ' airee# 
sms^el* to fi^ itaqiiims/ antlin'quiredtflF^ 
myltifrb fiJr tfidand. ; ' > > « 

'^* «'%Hy^'^ ^^id she; ^' I suspect soin6»* 
Ihtftg myfete^ribuir and unpleasant hiH* 
Jialppteried this fnornifig. ^ ScrtrceTyhro: 
Wei'riSeti Vflien'^lejref' dropped lahiDn^ 
w. ^ What could have prompted^ 'bM^ 
lb itlstfte ; iisl^so eitJy add ui^eariod^ble 
a Visii I camiot tell; To judge frbri. 
It16^ disorder Of' his dress antfi hii 
cquntenancer, something of %ii exfra^: 
rfirdihary tfottrre has occurred. Ha -p^ri 
niittedrae merely" to know Diat'Hir had 
' ilbj/i' norte, nor 6ven'undresse37T}lBi4ti^. 
'the |)ast- night. He ibok' yb'ttr btdAi'r 
;tb Vfalk' A*lth hitn. Soiiw-tb^ii imirffe 
'h&fi>' tfeeplj 'engaged 4he<b; 'for Wfd* 



foltil did not Teturn till the bre&kfast 
htiurwas passed/ and r^lturn^d alone.* 
His disturbance was excessive; but he 
would not listen to my importunities^; 
or 'tell me what had bappeoed. I 
^stkeifed from bints which he let fi^llj 
that '^yoar sittiatiou in some ^a^ wAk 
the cause: jet be assured^me that j^au 
ifere^ at your own houfecs, ali're^^ini^o^d 
!iealth> and in ; perfect sa^etyv He 
sfearceiy ate a morsel^ dird' 1imi)edlai&ljr 
a¥ter fareakfast'^wt^rit O^t s^inK Hk 
.W'oalct^not inform m^ wMtiier he wm 
•going?/ biit HieMibn^ that heprobai)!;^ 
utrigbtnot return before tiigbtl''^ 
^ I was eq^uHy astonished addaldrmod 
by •ttiis'iiifermatioii. Pleyel - hadl CoW 
hfe* tal8^o-i»y' bro*her> \^nd hid, hy .a 
{liadsihie^ahd^'exlaggmted pictuve, in^ 
sti^ied^^Qto hiffi uinfaviwrtfblevthougfate 
6fhiev Yet w^hofld riot the- ^ore cor^ 
*rto( ' judgmiart »f Wielaaid. pertei i>e 
^ilgiir%xp€»sd/tlltf tfklbo^ft«>^^ ckvKct^ 
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mfml - ?WMW hi? i»easf[|icff n?ig^l ^ 
afiieffQfli floni* wight Mo ih^^.^h^^ 
rtj^tor.of^CiMrwio^ and frani i^pprefe^n::, 
tiwB for mj safety. The ap{>e^ranct0 
>jr w.faich Plej^i had been nu^iefl 
wi^t ii^iuce^ him lil^ewise to beji^^e 
tlwl I ^ttirtaioed an iadi9Ci;eM.> ibQ^(^^ 
il^difllrDQottrabk afe44i6afor Canyiiiv 
fifMh iiV;eni the coojept ores rapidJjf^ 
fe^med* I vps jii^xpresaiblj aaxiptti; 
«% «{Mipee *h€ip iato cectaiaty. , JFofr 
this jeod.aii JD^iriew wi^ jbj brother 
Hftf Abbii abla. H^wasigone, oo ;aiiie 
llMW wbither^ and was not esipect^ 
qi^dily te rettttd. I had do clue ^ 

r:^if »W^»??^ eoiild fl<)* be; ^QP- 

ed il^ to)tqi^d^ 40: tie ac^i^iiitedi 
11^ 'Ahr «wiiie. , .Thwe iirej^e u»a^^ 

ImM^i^-m .J*a^;W5tjmy ,br^|jf^^ !' i* 
laniiM 1m an act of iaaxfiiiiabla iOBM^ 



Atyiti' uiirfold ii^at ^ad Meiy pmW^tf; 
No'^tfier ttpeiitnt for etuding tttor> 
ifld[i'oriutiitiesoceisiri«d to me, birt^hirt^ 
o^l^fet urnifig to isy «wfi Iioufe* I m^^' 
collected my ^etertniiiatton to beotant 
iTienant of this roof. I mentioned H' 
ttt^er. She joyfully acceded to ffcii- 
pt6Jfoi3,h antl suffered me m^ ]es» 
reluctance to d^art wiien I toM^^ftdt' 
liiat it wa3 Wttb a view to eoUefet vnd' 
vend to my neV dwellin]^ what artlelA* 
^ttld be imoiediately useful to me^ ' 
: Oneii lAore I returned to the libtMV 
wliicli Ibkd l^cb the isceoe of so fA^ti 
^rtiiil^nee and danger. I wa^'at^iafi^ 
Igreat distance from it vrlidi I o^ienf^ 
itiy^'^r'^tfa^V eotet^^^ (mt: 0«l rfe^g 
dfW^i^^edj a»f after as^ei^altiHfg;' 
i^^\i ^^ed;4hicli Way I was fdin^ 
l^'^retifm^a fiiit^ Hie h€^8(^lMrfei« tii£ 
i^siAccy^iSy; r^eiced lit ^ris it^ift^ iHA 
I' hkdilM^tov^t tM&gs; if poMlikk «li 
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prdssTverof tbtfie i yehemeot .ciiiQtiony 
*rifh wfiipbrPlejfel bad beeii agitated^ 
i driw a feyobrftble omencfrom thij ^it- 
cumstance. Without delay I began 
ftcf conversatibji. " :• .^ 

^ ^ i have been to look foe yoii,'* said 
J> " but \^as^ told by Catharine that 

- ^ 

Pkyel bad engjeiged you on some impor* 
taut ' and disagreeable . affia.ir.« Before 
his inter?view with you he i^pentafew 
miQute&'v^ith. me. These, minutes b^ 
«it]ployed ia upbraiding me jhv crtQttcs 
and intentid^ns with. which fl am hy titf 
liaeans cbarj^eable. fl belieye bim to 
iiai^e»takeh <up bis .opinions pn very inr 
.sui&cicn^ ^ grtewnds. > His behavroujr 
wa»:ia'thb ^highest degree f^recipitatd 
^pd unjust, -and until; I Yegeiv^ sonie 
4itDhemeJit*I: shall trieat him in, my tarn 
«witb:that contempt ;Whigh,;h9 ju&tly 
^neriHi: :aiean\vhile;I:£^m f^arfMl that 
he has prejudiced i|iy brother Ag^ips^ 



/ 



iii4« That is ao evil, which I paosi 
4pxioualjf de|treciate^ and which! shall 
indeed , exert myself to reo^ove. Has. 
he made me the subject Qf this mora* 
ipg/s Qoaversatton ? V 
' Mj brother's countenance testifieil 
cjpa aurprise at my address. The b^nig^- 

uitv^of. his .looks were no wise dimi? 

' * ' ^ ' . J. ._ 

, '* It is true/' be said, ''your conduct 
^as the aubjectof oqr. dis^om*!^. I 
am your friend as well as jo^r brother^ 
There is no human being, wliom I love 
with fxiore tendern^ss» and. whose weK 
figixc is nearer my, heart* Jud^e then[ 
with. what; emot ions II i9ten€^ to, PMj-^ 
e|,'?i..stary, ; I expect, and desir^ yj9J^^ ,% 
^dif}a$|^ jouj^self fr^ra a^eriion^s gj^ 
fc^^l-r-'if yijidicAtipn.beipossibl?/' , -.^ 

_ T^e . ton,e:M^ith >??hi^h bp A:ittere4 tiij8 
lant , words aflfecied me deeply.. ^^I^ 
vindication be DOfsible!*^ repeated I. 
'^, JRcQin \5(h4 y»^ knq w d^ J^o« deeoi. 



iiifivmd rMiealira wHM%9ff^i Cm 

of mjrgniit}? .... 

H6 iilio^k bis ht9tA wiib' «i ai^ ^of 
aQute an^ifib. ''' I have ^trugglei^'' 

^S any ^nrteM^ to ae^iit yob: )t^^« 
ready to questioa bis own senses i^Hbeti 

Tbese Vir^ddi incited a mmt set 4HF 
ibpu^bt^ w my mia4' I tK^M t# lua* 
f ^t that Pteyel bad bqiU his aci^ 
^ottana on some foitiidatioii /unkcMr^fii 
te me. I.xaay be a strasger ^ tlia 
Kfimiida of your belief; Piejelli?^^ 
jDe?«iitii Mecent and .^Iral^t^^sif^ 
iifca^ l^t M witWieid fjrop |IM)|^ 
i^fU i)^ l^nei^aUid bia s«f4MMiia» 
JiltentMoek jplaae ktst iHgbt^ of wbi<^ 
^KMae Qf tlie i^jFofuiittaiices weris of m 
jMabfgtfont «»tii^e, i coRceivdi- th;^ 



th^ cognttanc^ aod tkat ^iew^d 

itfavniigik the lOtit of prcgu^eslttd pa8« 

sioi)> they supplied a freiinie Sof his 

ooiidQot^ but hetiev^ ibat your more 

uiihtassed jtidgoieiit ^onld. estmiaie 

^tkian atlhtii* just yaluis. Perhaps his 

^tilAd bacr been differait frmn ^hat I 

impected it to be. Listen then to ttiy 

ttttfrratirte^ If there be any thinj^ ia bi< 

•tory iQcoogkteat w^ tt^ine^ his Itoty 

is fals^.^ 

I then proceeded to a ciroimistiiotiial 
ftfUlioii of the Sneidents of the- lot 
«i%ht. Wietand listened wi til deep a^ 
«fitfpn. Hating 4nished, '' Thi^i^ 
^itbotitiued I, '^ is the truth; yoA tee ito 
lAfiqft' cl Afimstaoeed an interview^ took 
l^ace Vetireen" CtfrWin and me. 'H^ 
ftmmmk^^w home in wff eloieV i^^ 
fbf^aome minntei in my^ ^hafldber^^ Ha 
^epifrtei ^Y.^otil haste or internaptioif« 
IP T^f^l ttiark^d hi«i at fieieft the 
1t^te;ah<f Uiy ii^kipoisible iltatfcft 
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did^ iofertoccs injurious to my cteracr 

ter mi§b^ suggesit themselves to bim; 

In adoiiitting them, he g^ve pf oofs of 

lesB discarnoieot and. less catfdouc thaa 

Itoncfe ascribed to him/' ' , : . . 

*^His proofs/' said Wieland^.aft^rs^ 

consiiderable pause, " are diflfereiit. 

^hat he should he deceived is not.pDs- 

Jlikle« That he himself isi not thp 

Receiver, could not bejbelieved^ if hia 

testimony were not inconsistent vfiik 

your-s ; b^tthe doub^ which I epter- 

teined are now removed.. Your .tal#» 

s^me pdrts of H» is marvellous.; the 

TOiee . whidi exclaimed . again^ jo.uc 

MsfafOesB in approaching the closet, yont 

^rsisting notwithstanding^.. thitt p((>- 

blbition, your belief that I wa$ the 

niffiaii,-«iid youc.sub^quent icoaduict^ 

ate beHeved by me» because I baTQ 

kfiovt^q^you fironi ehildhood^ be^fiiis^^a 

thousand instanees have . attested yoqr 

.veracity,. and becauste nothing less th^u 



my own hearing and vision would con- 
vince me> in opposition to her own as- 
sertions^ that 'my sister had fallen into 
'wickedness like' this;": 
V I threw my iftrms around him, and 
iiathed . his* ch^ek with my tears, 
^'^That/? said I,. '' is spoken like my 
ii'Other. Btit what are the proofs ? *^ . 
i' fie. replied — t*' Pleyel ^ informed me 
th'atHn ^oing to yoHr house, his atten- 
tibn was attracted -bjr two voices.* ' The 
''|)ersotis speaking sat beneath the bank 
oat of ' sight. These persons, j udging 
by their voices, vvereCarwin and you. 
'1 will not repeat the dialogue. . If ray 
'tikter was the female, Pleyel was justi- 
'"fied in concluding you io\it indeed ooc^ 
of* the most profligate of women, 
^Heiicehi^ accusiations of you> and his 
' efforts to obtain my concurrence to a 
plan by wMch an eternal separation 
should be brought about between my 
lister and this man,'* . 
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£ mute Wiekad ffepcai this reeltM^ ' 
Here, imAmsi, was a tete to fiU me with 
tembic foreboding. I fa»d irdtfily^^ 
thought that my safety could be tsMf-\ 
fieieoify seevrod by doors and bai^ ^ 
bat this is a foe, firom whcs^ grasps ii# 
power oi di'fiflify can> s»t« kiie. 'fDi ^ 
artifiees wtU ev«r lay my fama^^TO': 
happiDOBs at his metcyl How s^tA 1 - 
counterworii his piots^ or dv^eiH ( M?^ ^^ 
coadj utor i He lias taught sooie urile - ^ 
and aibandoiied ftmale to nwalic ttif 
mofoe. Pleyei'^ ears were the witiiessftl-^ ' 
^f my difihoiiottr. Tbts is the ^id^ ' 
night asftigBatioo te whieh hb alldded) 
Thus' 18 the silence he maintsiaad when 
attemptmg to open the door 'of iiljr 
chamber aeeoiHited fotr. fib supposed 
me ab$ei:rtj and k^eant, perhafM^ bad diy 
apartment :been aeeessible^ to leave in 
it some.aecuaiag memoiiai^ 

Fleyel was im kmger equally eiilp«P 
ble. The sincerity of his anguish^ the 
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4«l^ of hie dfup^ir^ 1 jrinbcaberad 
wit)^ .s#fi»^ tend^acio^ to ^etstiq^e^ : 
Yet was be oot precifitatfi ?< Was tlie 
ceiuecHve tbat my part was pilajrcid by 
SDiUft laioiic so niter ly naterabie? 
Iiis|aiD«90^^f this faculty are onnmottw 
7lM%tclieilMssof Carwin mksly inlm 
c^^hIobi^, b^w beeii adequate tasudi . 
^ccfiiUJi9Mf»^ and yet tlie soppositum 
^^ Vyr^guiM wais adbspied m preftnue 

JSMimw WAS tbis^rrortabeiMiveik^ 
^iy^ Wbai biiimy awo asseriioa bad 
Ji H^.^sem lAtbe baJaaoe agamst il? 

WiuMld tlm 1^ ptdriBitted t# ootwcigb 
tbe4Mli9)Ofiy of bis seoses^f I bad no 
vut»e94^ t(0 pco^e my existoMi^ in' 
anotbf 1^ p)ac<6. The real eyraita af ibirt ^ 
jiigbt raafc neuiffeiloiia* Fewlo^^bMn 
tbeny sjhMfld^ i-elaied^ woiAd scircipie 
to discredit tbeoa. Ptey^^ ji sceptUal 
is II timnsoQa^bnrt 4^ea« l! camiot 



\ 



summon Carwrn to my bar^ and make 
bim tbe attestor of my innocence^ and 
the accuser of himself. 

My brother saw and comprehended 
iny ' distress. He was unacquainted, 
however, with the full extent of it. 
He knew not by how many motives I 
was incited to retrieve the good opin* 
ion of Pleyel. He endeavoured to 
console me: . Some new event, he said^ 
would occur to disentangle the ma^e. 
He did not question the influence of 
my eloquence^ if I thought proper t\> 
iexertit. -Why not seek an interview 
.with Pleyel; and e^ijact from him a 
minute relation, in^hich something 
may bermet with serving to destroy the 
probability of the whole? 

I caught . with eagerness at thi« 
hope; biH; my alacrity was.dam'ped by 
new reflecjtidns. Shoaild I> perfect in 
this respect^ and unblemished as I was^ 
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thrust . myself uncalled into bii pre- 
sence^ and make my felicity depend 
upon his arbitrary verdict ? 

^^ If you cbuse to seek an inter** 
view, '^ continued Wielandj ''you 
must make haste^ for Pleyel informed 
me of his intention to set out this even- 
ing or to-morrow on a long journey/' 

No intelligence was less ejspected or 
less welcomed than this. I had thrown 
myself in a window-seat; but now, 
starting on my feet, I exclaimed--^ 
*' Good heavens ! whatJs it you say ? 
a journey? — whither? when?" 

" I cannot say whither. It is a sud- 
den resolution I believe. ^ I did not 
hear of it till this morning. He pro- 
mises to write to me as soon as he 
is settled." 

I needed no further information as 
to the cause and issue of this journey. 
The scheme of happiness to which he 
had devoted his thoughts was blasted 
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hy the discovery of last night. My 
prefereace of another, and my un- 
worthiness to be any longer the object 
of bis adoration, were evinced by the 
same act and in the Mm& tnoment. 
The thought of utter desertion, a 
desertion originating in swch a cause, 
was the prelude to distraction. That 
Pleyel shouM abandon me for ever, 
because I was blind to his excellence, 
because I coveted pollution and wedded 
infamy, when, on the contrary, my 
heart was the shrine of all piirity, and 
beat only for his sake, was a destiny 
which, as long as my life was in my 
own hands, I would by no means con- 
sent to endure. 

I remembered that this evil was still 
preventable; that this fatal journey it 
was still in my power to procrastinate, 
or perhaps to occasion it to be laid 
aside. There were no impediments to 
a visit : I only dreaded lest the inter- 



view should be too long delayed. 
My brother befriended my impatience, 
and readily ^consented to furnish me 
with a chaise and servant to attend me. 
My purpose was to go immediately to 
Pleyel's htta^ where his engagements 
ttfiuallj detained him during the day. 
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CHAP. HI. 



Mr way lay tfarougb the city, I h^d 
scarcely entered it wben I was soiasfid 
with a general sensation of siekpe^^ 
Every object grew dim^ and sw^aiift; Ij^ 
fore my sight. It was with diiSScyiil^y 
I prevented myself from sinking to the 
bottom of the carriage. I ordered my- 
self to be carried to Mrs. BB^jnton's, 
in hope that an interval ^repose 
would invigorate and refresh me. My 
distracted thoughts would allow, me 
but little rest. Growing somewi^at 
better in the after noon, I resumed my 
journey. ' 

My coptemplations were limited to 
a few objects.. I regarded my success^ 
in the purpose which I had in view^ as 
Gonsidet ably doubtful . I depended, in 



some ^egreCj on the suggestions of the 
moment^ and on the materials which 
Pleyel himself should furnish me. 
When I reflected on the nature of the 
aecusation^ I hurned with disdain. 
Would not truthy and the conscious- 
ness of innocence^ render me trium* 
phant ? Should I not cast from me, 
^itb irresistible force, such atrocious 
ioiptttatioBs i 

What an entire and mournful change 
bas been effected in a few hffurs I The 
g;ulf that separates man from insects is 
]H># wider than that which severs the 
polluted from the chaste among wo- 
men. Yesterday and to*daj, I am the 
same. There is a degree of depravity 
to which it is impossible for me to sink ; 
yetj in the apprehension of another^ my 
ancient and intimate aasociate, the per- 
petual witness of my actions, and par- 
taker of my thoughts, I had ceased, to 

be the same^ My integrity was tar- 

p3 
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nished and withered in his eyes. I ww 
the colleague of a murderer, and the 
paramour of a thief ! 

His opinion was not destitute of evi« 
dence ; yet what - proofs could reason* 
ably avail to establish an opinion like 
this ? If the sentiments corresponded 
not with the voice that was heard, the 
evidence was deficient; but this want 
of correspondence would hav« b^en 
supposed by me if I had been the au- 
ditor and Pleyel the criminal. But 
mimicry might still more plausibly 
have been employed to explaia the 
scene. Alas ! it is the fate of Clara 
Wieland to fall into the hands of a 
precipitate and inexorable judge. 

But what, O man of mischief! is 
the tendency of thy thoughts f Frus- 
trated in thy first design, thou wilt not 
forego the immolation of thy victim. 
To exterminate my reputation was all 
that remained to thee, and thi< my 
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guardian has permitted . To dispossess 
Plejel of this prejudice may be impos. 
sible ; but if that be effected^ it cannot 
be supposed that thy wiles are exhaust- 
ed ; thj cunning will discover innume- 
rable avenues to the accomplishment 
of thy malignant purpose. 

Why should I enter the lists against 
thee ? Would to heaven I could dis- 
arm thy vengeance by my deprecations ! 
When I think of all the resources with 
i?thich nature and education have sup- 
pffed thee ; that thy form is a combi- 
nation of steely fibres and organs of 
exquisite ductility and boundless com- 
pass^ actuated by an intelligence gifted 
with iniSnite endowments^ and com- 
prehending all knowledge^ I perceive 
that my doom is fixed. What obsta- 
cle will be able to divert thy zeal or 
repel thy efforts ? That being who has 
hitherto protected me has borne testimo- 
ny to the formidableness of thy attempts^ 
since nothing less than jupernatural 
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interference could check thy career. 
Mufting on these thoughts, I arrived^ 
towards the close of the day^ at PleyeFs 
house. A^month heforc I had tra- 
Tersed the same path; but how differ* 
ent were my sensations ! Now I wa5 
seeking the presence of one who re- 
garded me as the most degenerate of 
human kind. I was to plead the 
cause of my innocence agamsi 
witnesses the most explicit and un- 
erring, of those which support the 
fabric of human knowledge. The 
nearer t approached ihe crFsis, uie 
more did my confidence decay. Wheiv 
the f^baise stopped at the door^ my 
strength refused to support me^ and I 
threw myself into the arms of an ancient 
female domestic. I had not courage 
to inquire whether her master was at 
home. I was tormented with fears 
that the projected journey was already 
undertaken. These fears were removed 
by her asking me whether she should 
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call her joung master^ who had Jusit 
gone into his own room, I was some*- 
what revived by this intelligence^ and 
resolved immediately to seek him there. 
In my confusion of mind^ I neglected 
to knock at the door^ but entered his 
apartment without previous notice. 
This abruptness was altogether invo- 
luntary. Absorbed in reflections of 
such unspeakable moment^ I had no 
leisure to heedtheniceties of punctilio. 
I discovered him standing with his 
back towards the entrance. A small 
trunk> with it^ lid raised^ was before 
him, in which it seemed as if he had 
been busy in packing his clothes. The 
moment of my entrance he was em- 
ployed in gazing at something which 
he held in hi» hand. 
. I imagined that I fully comprehend- 
ed this scene. The image which he 
held before him^ and by which his at- 
tention was so deeply engaged, I doubt« 

d5 
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ei not to be my owft. These prepa- 
rations for his journej^ the cause to 
>¥hich it was to be imputed^ the hope- 
lessness of success in the undertaking 
on which I had entered^ rushed at once 
upon my feelings/ and dissolved me 
into a flood of tears . 

Startled by this sounds he dropped 
the lid of the trunk and turned. The 
solemn sadness that previously over- 
spread his countenance gave sudden 
way to an attitude and look of the most 
vehement astonishment. Perceiving 
me uaable to uphold myself he stepped 
towards me without speakings and sup- 
ported me by his arm. The kindness 
of this action called forth a new effu- 
sion from tny eyes. Weeping was a 
solace to which^ at that time^ I had 
not grown familiar^ and whicb^ there- 
fore, was peculiarly delicious. Indig- 
nation was no longer to be read in the 
features of my friend. They were 
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pregnant with a mixture of wonder and 
pity. Their expression was easily in- 
terpreted. This visit, and these tears^ 
were tokens of my penitence. The 
wretch whom he had stigmatized as- 
incurahly and ohdurately wicked, now 
shewed herself susceptible of remgrse^ 
and had come to confess her guilt. 
This persuasion had no tendency to 
comfort me. It only shewed me, with 
new eyidence, the difficulty of the task 
I had assigned myself. We were mu* 
tually silent. I had less power and 
less inclination than ever to speak. I 
extricated myself from his hold, and 
threw myself on a sofa. He placed 
himself by my side, and appeared to 
wait with impatience and anxiety fo|r 
some beginning of the conversation. 
What could I say ? If my mind had 
suggested any thing suitable to the 
occasion, my utterance was suffocated 
by tears. 
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Frequently he attempted to speaks 
but seemed deterred by some degree of 
uncertainty as to the true nature o£ 
the scene. At lengthy in faltering ac;:^ 
cents he spoke-: 

'* My friend t wouVd ta» heaven t 
* werftstiU permitted to call you by that 
name. The image that I once adored* 
existed only in my fancy r but though 
I cannot hope ,io see it realized, you 
may not be totally insensible to the 
horrors of that gulf into .which you are 
about to plunge. What heart is fori- 
ever exempt from* the goadings of com- 
punction and the influx of laudable 
propensities? 

'^ I thought yotr accomplished and 
Vfise beyond the rest of \ramen. Not 
a sentiment you utt6red> not a look you 
assumed^ that \?ere not^ in my appre- 
hension^ fraught with the sublimities 
of rectitude and the illuminations of 
genius. Deceit has some bounds^. 
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Your education could not be \i^UhoDt 
influence. A vigorous understandings 
cannot be utterly devoid of virtue; but 
you could not counterfeit the powers 
of invention and reasoning. I was 
rash in my invectives. I will not, but 
with lifCi relinquish all hopes, of you* 
i will shut out every proof that would 
tell me that your heart is incurably 
diseased;^ 

*' You come to restore me onee more 
to happiness ; to convince me that you 
have torn her mask from vice, and feel 
nothing but abhorrence for the part 
you hare hitherto acted.** 

At these words my equanimity for^ 
sook me. For: a moment I forgot the 
evidence from which Pleyel's opinions 
were dferived, the benevolence of his 
remonstrances^ and the grief which his 
accents bespoke : I was filled witbin^* 
dignation and horror at charges so 
black; ! shrunk back and darted at 
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bim a look of disdain and anger. My 
passion supplied me with words. 

^ What detestable infatuation vris 
it that led me hither ! Why do I pa- 
tiently endure these horrible insults ! 
My offences exist only in your own 
distempered imagination: you are 
leagued with the traitor who assailed 
my life : you have vowed the destruc** 
tion of my peace and honour. I de« 
serve infamy for listening to ealammes 
«o base ! *' 

These words were heard by PIcyel 
without visible resentment. His eoaa- 
tenance relapsed into its former gloom; 
but he 4iid not even look at me. The 
ideas which had given place to my 
angry raiotions returned^ and once more 
melted me into tears. ^' O ! " I ex** 
claimed^ in a voice broken by 8ohs> 
**' what a task is mine ! Compelled to 
bearken to charges which I feel to be 
false^ but which I know to be believed 
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b;f him that utters them ; believed too 
n6t without evidence, which, though 
fatlacioas, is not unplausibie. 

*^ I came hither not to coufess, but 
to vindicate. I know the source of 
your opinions. Wielandfaas infornied 
tne on what your suspicions are built. 
These suspicions are fostered by you 
as certainties ; the tenor of my life, of 
all my eomversations and letters, affords 
me BO security j every sentiment that 
my tongue and my pen have uttered 
bear testimony to the rectitude of my 
mind ; but this testimony is rejected. 
I am condemned as brutally profligate : 
I am classed with the stupidly and 
sordidly wicked. 

*' And where are the prooft that 
must justify so foul and so improbable 
an accusation ? You have overfaeaFd, 
a midnight conference. Voices have 
saluted yout ear, in which you imagine 
yourself to have recognized mine, and 
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tliat of a detected villain. The 9eniU ' 
ments expressed were not allowed to 
outweigh the casual or concerted re-* 
semblance of voice. Sentiments the 
reverse of all those whose influence*' 
my former life had attested^ denoting ' 
a mind polluted Ivy grovelling vices^ > 
and entering into compaci with that of "^ 
a thief and a murderer* The nature^^ 
of these sentiments did not enable you 
to detect the cheats did not suggest to^ 
yoii the possibility that my voice had 
been couBterfeited by another.. 

^' You were precipitate and prone^ 
to condemn. Instead of rushing on 
the imjpostors^ and comparing the evi*- 
dence of sight with thai of hea ring^, you 
itood, aloof or yoa fl^d . My innecence ' 
wdttld not now have stood in need of ' 
vindication^ if this conduct bad been 
pursued. That you did not pursue it 
your present thoughts incontestibl^ 
prove. Yet this conduct might surely 
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have been expected from Pleyel^. That 
he would not hastily impute the black- 
est of crimes^ that he would not couple 
my name with infamj, and cover me 
with ruin for inadequate or slight rea- 
sons^ might reasonablj^ have been ex- 
pected/' The sobs which convulsed 
my bosom would not suffer me to pro- 
ceed. 

Pleyel was for a moment aflfected. 
He looked at me with some expraisioa 
of doubt ; but this quickly gave ptiAe 
to a mournful solemnity. He fixed hig 
tjn im the uoor as in reverie^ and 
$poke :-r- 

'^ Two hours hence I am gone, 
Shall I carry away with me the Sjorrow 
that is now my guest^ or shall that 
sorrow be accumulated tenfold ^ What 
is she that is now before me ? Shall 
every hour supply me with new pro^f9 
of a wickedness beyond example ? 
Already I d^ei|i her the most abandoned 
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and detestable of human creatures. 
Her coming and her tears impacted a 
gleam of hope^ but that gleam has 
vanished/' 

He now fixed his ejes upon me, and 
every muscle in his face trembled. 
His tone was hollow and terrible.— 
'' Thou knowest that I was a witness 
of your interview, yet thou comest 
hither to upbraid me for injustice* 
Thcs CtlSSt leek siie in the face and say 
that I am deceived ! — An inscrutable 
providence has fashioned thee for some 
end. Thou wilt iiire iit> doiibt t^ fsl* 
fil the purposes of thy maker, if he 
repent not of his workmanship, and 
send not his vengeance to exterminate 
thee, ere the measure of thy days be 
full. -Surely nothing in the shape of 
man can vie with thee ! 

'' But I thought I had stiHed this 
fury, t am not constituted th^ j udge. 
My office is to pity and amende and not 
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to punish and revile. I deemed mynelf 
exempt frdm all tempestuous passiona. 
- 1 had almost persuaded myself to weep 
over thy fall; but I am frail as du$tj 
and mutable as water ; 1 am calm^ I 
aifi compassionate only in thy absence. 
Make this house^ this room thy abode 
as long as thou wiit^ but forgive me 
if I prefer solitude for the short time 
during which I shall stay/' ' Saying 
this> he motioned as if to leavie X%f^, 
Itpartment. 

Tho stormy passions of this, man af<* 
fected me by sympathy. I ceased to 
weep. I was motionless and speech* 
less with agony. I sat with my bands 
clasped^ mutely gazing after him as 
he withdrew. I desired to detain him^ 
but was unable to make any efibrt for 
that purpose^ till he had jpassed out of 
the room.. I then uttered an involun* 
tary and piercing cry — ** Pleyel !^ art 
thou gone? Gone forever ?" 
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At this sammons he hastily reiuinied« 
He beheld me wild; pale, g&sping tot 
breatb,, and my head already siokibg 
on my bosom. A painful diz^kiess 
seized me^ and I fainted away. 

When I recovered I found myself 
stretched on a bed in an outer apaf t« 
ment, and Pleyel with two female 
servants standing beside it. All the 
fury and scorn which the countenance 
f^ the former lately expressed had 
BOW disappeared, and was succeeded 
by the most tender aniciety.. As soon 
a& he perceived that my senses were 
returned ta me, he clasped bis hand s^ 
imd exclaimed— God be thanked ! you 
are onee more alive. I had almost 
despaired of your recovesy. I fear i 
have been pivecipitate and unj^ust.. My 
senses must have been. the. victims of 
some inexplioable and momentary 
phrenzy. Forgive me, I beseech you, 
forgive my reproaches. I would puc-* 



il^kt^se conYictioQ of jour purity at the 
ipf ice of my .existence here and here- 
after/" 

• 

. He: once nieo^e in a tone of the roost 
fcyrvent tenderness hesought me to be 
GoiBfiosedj and then left me to the care 
-of 4he 'Vromen. 
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CHAP. IV. 



Here was wrought a surprisii^ 
change in my friend. What was it 
that had shaken conviction so firm? 
Had any thing occurred during my fit 
adequate to produce so total an alter* 
ation? My attendants informed me 
that he had not left my apartment; 
that the unusual duration of my £t, 
and the failure for a time of all the 
means used for my recovery^ had filled 
him with grief and dismay. Did he 
regard the efiect which his reproaches 
had produced as a proof of my sin* 
cerity ? 

In this state of mind I little regard* 
ed my languors of body. I rose and 
requested an interview with him befor# 



my departure^ on which I ^fas resolv* 
ed, notwithstanding his earnest solici^^' 
tation to spend the night at his house. 
He eomplied with my request. The 
tenderness which he had lately betray- 
ed had now disappeared^ and he once 
more relapsed into a chilling solemtiity. 
I told him that I was preparing to 
return to my brother's ; that I had 
come hither to vindi^^ate my innocence 
from the foul aspersions which he had 
cast upon it. My pride had not taken 
refuge'in silence or distance. I had not 
relied upon time or the suggestions of 
his cooler thoughts^ to confute his 
charges. Conscious as I was that I 
was perfectly guiltless^ and entertain^ 
ing some value for his good opinion^ I 
could not prevail upon myself to be* 
lieve that my efforts to make my inno-* 
cence manifest would be fruitless. 
Adverse appearances might be nume-- 
reus and specious^ but they were un* 



questionably false. I was ^i^ilHng to 
believe him sincere, that he made no 
charges \vhich he himself did not 
believe ; but the«e clia.rge« were desti^ 
tute of truth. The grounds of his 
opinion were fallacious ; and I desired 
an opportunity of detecting their fal- 
lacy. I entreated him to be explicit, 
and to give me adetail of what he had 
heard, and what he had seen. 

At these words my companioi/s 
countenance grew darker. He appear- 
ed to be struggling with his rage. He 
opened his lips to speak, but his ac- 
cents died away ere they were foMhe^ 
This conflict lasted for some miii^^^ 
but his fortitude was finally success- 
ful. He spoke as follows : — * 

^' I would fain put an end to this 
hateful scene ; what I shall say will 
be breath idly and unprofitably con*- 
sumed. The clearest narrative will 
add nothing to your present know- 



l^dge. Yoaar€ acquainied y^iih the 
grounds of my QpiDion> and yet you 
AYOW yourself ianoceBt. Why Ihea 
^ould I rehearse these grounds? 
You are apprised of the character of 
Carwin ; why then should I enumerate 
die discoveries which I ha^ve made 
f^peeting him i Yet, siiaee it is your 
request; since^ coosideriug the limit* 
^ness of hiimaii faculties^ «ome erjor 
may pessibly lurk in those appeanCnces 
vrliieil^ I have witaestedy I vrill briefly 
relate what I know. 

^ Need I dwell upop the impres* 
iliowi which your conversation and 
dcfffancoi •riginally made upon me ? 
Wt iMVted m dbildhood ; but our in-' 
iercourse by letter was copious and 
furinterropted. How fondly did I 
atikiei^e a meeting with one w^om 
iier letters Jbad previously taught me 
to consider aa the first of women^ and 
bow fully realized were the expecta* 
tionsthat I had formed! 
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'^ Here^ sai4 I^ is a heiog after vt^bqm 
sages may model their transceodant ia- 
tellig^Dcej and painters their ideal, 
beauty. Here is exemplified that 
union between intellect and formt 
which has hitherto existed only in the. 
conceptions of the poet. I have 
watched your eyes ; my attention has 
hung upon your lips. I have question-: 
ed whether the enchjantments of your 
toice were more conspicuous in the 
intricacies of melody^ or the eoaphasis 
of rhetoric. I have marked the tran* 
sitions of your discourscj the. felicities 
of your expression^ your refined argu- 
mentation and glowing imagery; and 
been forced to acknowledge thajt all 
delight; were meagre and contempti- 
ble compared with those connected 
with the audience and sight of you. 
I have contemplated your principles^ 
and .been astonished at the solidity of 
their foundation^ and the perfection of 



tbeir structure. I have traced you to^ 
your home; I have viewed you ia^ 
relation tayour seryaiits^ to your fa*' 
mily^ to.your DetghboHfSf and to- the' 
world;. I hdve- seen by what 9fcitful 
ar-fangeiiients ypu^ facilitate the' per-, 
forinanceof the looflt iirduouft and cohi^^ 
plicated duties; ^hat daily accessions 
of strength your judicious discipline, 
bcjstowed upon yout memory; what 
correctness and abundance of know*, 
ledge was daily, cKperienced by your 
* unwearied application to books and to 
writing. If she that possesses so much 
in the bloom of youths will go on ac* 
cumulating her stores^ what^ said I^ is 
the picture she will display at a mature 
ag^? You know not the accuracy of 
ray observation. I was desirous that 
others should profit' by an example so 
rare. I therefore noted down in writ« 
ing every^particular of your conduct. 
I was anxious to benefit by an oppor* 

b8 / 



tunit^ so teldotti afbrited usJ I kl»»f c<» 
ed not to omit ihe ulightest A^e^^^m 
0ie most petty line in jwtf fotttmt* 
Here there wM no other ink incuaM 
bent on me but to copy; there wes no 
need to exm^erate or oterlookj in or- 
der to produce a more unexoe^tioaable 
pattern. Here was m^ ^onbination ..of 
liarmoniefi and graces^ iocapaUe^f dimi- 
nntion or aeeetsion witftoni injury to 
its completetiefs. 

^^ I found no end n;$i no bounds to 
my task. No display of a scene like 
this could be chargeable with redun* 
dancyor superAuify. Even the colour 
of a shoe^ the knot of a ribband^ or 
your attitude in plucfciog a rose, were 
of moment to 4e recorded. Event the 
arrangeinents of your breakfftst«-tablo 
and your toilet have been amply dis- 
played , , 

'' I know that mankind are more 
.easily enticed to virtue bj example than 



iKtt ojf a models ^bm supplied bj In- 
^mtuNb €Uil||i]iiii]|^ itf 4a>|ititrjr influ- 
-mtccs race it is usel^fim we ^ipk^to 
<^tttvfe after that whkdi we . luipw to be 
-btjQwi mir reach. But the picture 
:^ whicb I drew waa not a phantom; as a 
^ madelb it was devoid of imperfection ; 
Hiand to aqiire to that height which had 
4^ been reaUjr attMued was bjr no means 
unreasonable. I had another and more 
c interesting ^i^foi in iriew. One exist* 
ed who churned all my tenderness. 
Here^ in all its parts, was a model wor- 
thy of assiduous study^ and indefat%a« 
ble imitation. I cdled upon her« as 
she wished to secure and enhance my 
' esteem^ to mould her thoughts^ her 
words^ her countenance, her actions^ by 
- this pattern. 

^' The task was exuberant of pleasure^ 
and I was deeply engaged in it^ when 

an imp of mischief was let loose in the 
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form of CJarwin. I admired his pow- 
ers and accomplishments. I did not 
wonderthat they were adraired*by you. 
On the rectitude of your judgment, 
however; I relied to keep this' admira- 
tion within discreet and scrupulous 
bounds. I assured myself, that the 
strangeness of his deportment, and the 
obscurity of his life^ would teach you 
icaution. X>f all errors^ ray knowledge 
of yoor character informed me that thb 
was least likely to hefall you. 

*' You were powerfully affected hy 
his first appearance ; you were bewitch- 
ed fay his countenance and his tones ; 
your description was ardent and pathe* 
tie : I listened to you with some emo- 
tions of surprise, fhe portrait you 
drew in his absence^ and the intensity 
with which you mused upon it were 
taew and unexpected incidents. They 
bespoke a sensibility somewhat too 
tivid ; but from which^ while subject- 



ed to the'gutdance of an uiTd^i^atfdmg 
like jour's^ there was BOtlimgto dread. 
'^ A more direct intercoarse 4o6k 
place between you. I need not afpblo- 
gi^e for the solicitude which I eiitdr- 
tained for your safety. He that gifted 
tne with perception of excellence^ com- 
pelled me to love it. In the mitfst of 
danger and pain^ my contefnpiatidns 
have ever been cheered by your image. 
Every object in competition with you 
was worthless and trivial. 'Sp price 
1^88 too great T)y which your -safety 
could be purchased. For thatend^ the 
sacrifice of ease, of iTea) th, and even 'of 
life, would cheerfully have beert made 
by me. What wonder then that I 
scrutinized the sentiments and deport- 
ment of this man with ceaseless vigi- 
lance; that I Watchc^d your words and 
your look» vrhen he was present ; and 
that 1 extracted cause for the deepest 
inquietudes from evfery token Which 
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|f|0 gwe of bayuDu; putjour haj^meis 
ioAo diit mtn's keeping ? : , 

'*^I wu cmutibus in cTecidinflr. I re- 
called »e Twkiut cony^r8a|iong, ii) 
lifliicb tbe iopics o| love an4 m vriag^ 
liad il>eea discussed. \ 4^ ^ V womuiu 
youngs beautiful, aqd ind^P^dentj it, 
behoved you io bave^fortii^J^^^r miadj^ 
'wtth juat priDcipli^^ on ihis^iluil^eGt^ 
^our principles \ver& eminently j^st. ^ 
Had not their recti tjiae and tbeip firm^t 
B^sbeen attested by youif tireatn[ie»| of 
that specious seducer Dash wood • 
l^lieie (Irinciples^ I was prone to belieY?^« 
oxeidpted you from danger in this new, 
state of things. I was not the lastto^ 
pay my homage to the unrivalled .capa* , 
city^ insinuation^ lind eloquence of this ^ 
man, I naye disguised, but could 
never stifle the conviction, that; hi/i 
eyes and voice had a witchcraftin theno^ 
which rendered him trulj formidable : 
but I reflected on the ambiguous ex- 
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iiresflrion of his counteniuotee-^aii ani1|i* 
guitjr wliich.you were the fir rt to re^ 
mark; /on the cloud i/viiich ol^scur^^ 
his character ; and on the suspi/cibus 
nature of that concealment which he 
studied; and concluded you to l>e safi^J 
I deniedihe ohvious constructipn to ap- 
pearances. I referred you r conadct t^ 
som^ principle which had not heen hw 
thertd^ disclosed^ but which was recoiir 
cileahle w'ith those already known. 

^* I was not suffered to reniain Ions in 
this suspense. One evening, you may 
recollect^ I came to your house^ where 
it was my purpose^ as usual^ to lodge^ 
somewhat earlier than ordinary, I 
spied a light in your chamber as I ap- 
proached from the outside^ and on in* 
quiring of Judith^ was informed that 
yoii were writing. As your kinsman 
and ' friendy and fellow lodger, I 
thought I had a right to be familiar.- 
You were in your chamber^ but your 
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employment and the time were siicb » 
to make it no infraction of decorum ta 
foUof¥ you thither. The spirit of mis* 
chievous gaiety possessed me* I pro- 
ceeded on tiptoe. You did not per- 
eeive my entrance ; and I advanced 
softly till I was able to overlook your ' 
shoulder. 

'' I bad gone thus far in error, and 
had. no power to recede. How caif- 
tiously should weguard against the first 
inroads of temptation ! I knew that to 
pry into your papers was erimioai ; but 
I reflected that no sentiment of y&ur*» * 
waia of a nature which made it your in- 
terest to eoqceal it. You wrote much 
more than you permitted your friends 
to peruse. My curiosity wa» strong, 
ind I had only to thrx>w a glance upon 
the paper to secure its gratification. I 
should never have deliberately commit- 
ted an act like this. The slightest ob- 
itackt would havs repelled me ; but my 



tye glanced almost spontaneouslj upon 
the paper. I caught onlj parts of sen- 
tences ; but my eyes comprebfended 
more at a glance^ because the charac*- 
ters were short- band. ' I lighted on the 
words summer- house, midnight , and 
nlade out a passage which spoke of the 
propriety and of the effects to be ex- 
pected from another interview. All 
fhiij passed in less than a moment t 
then checked myself, and made myself 
Known to you by a tap Upon your 
shoulder* 

^* I could pardon an(i account for 
some trifling alarm*; but your trepida* 
tiop and blushes were excessive. You 
hurried the paper out of sights and 
seemed too anxious to discover whether 
I knew the contents to allow yourself 
to make any inquiries. I wondered at 
these appearances of consternation, but 
did not reason on them until t had re- 
tired^ When alone^ these incid^eitts 
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tii|^f8tted themself eft to nj feflMtkml 

r. '« To wbat scene, or what ikitenuow, 
Littked did jou allude ? Yovr diMfh 
pterince on a former eveaingj sj tra^ v 
cmg jrou to the recess in the baok^ your 
ftlenee cm m j first and secMd tall^ jowti 
"fagtb answers and iBvincible«nib«raw9 
nentj when jou at lengthy «scend«i 
td the bill, I recollected with new;:! 
surprise. Could this be 4^e aumnier-': 
house alluded to ? A certain timidi^i 
and consciousness had generallj attends. ^ 
cd jou^ when thisjncident and this re- 
cess had been the subjects of^tonvei«b«^ 
tion. Nay, I imagined that* the last 
time that adventure was mentioned^ - 
^Ikich happened io the presence of Car- 
win, the countenance of the latter be* . 
trajed some emotion. Could the inter* « 
tiew bate been with him ? 

'^ This waA an idea calculated to^ . 
rouie eyery faculty to contemplation. 



» 

Ao iit«ffnewt»t that hoar^ in this darln* 
some retreat, with a man of this mj8* 
tenons but fotinidable character; a 
clamdestioe interview, and one which' 
jam a f ter ^yr Ja* endeavouied with a# 
moeh sAttoitod^ to conceal ! It wafai 
fearff iMod j[|MKtefitoiis ownrrence* ^ i 
eonid ntimntorehia power, or fathflp 
hit dot^ofti; r) Had he rifled from jo«a< 
the secitet of yonr love, and recopcaieila 
you to.conoBilnentand nocturnal meetii!: 
iogs i I scarcely ever spent a night jof'f 
more inquietude* ..^ 

*' I knew not how to act. The as* v 
c«rtaiDmeni4>f this man's character and ) 
views seemed to be in the first place ne- 
cessAiry. Had he openly preferred his/ 
suit to you^ we should have been em^w 
powered to make direct inquiries : bnt^^ 
since he had chosen this obscure ^ patls, > 
it seemed reasonable to infer that faisf/ 
character was exceptionable; it at 
least sul^cted us to the necessity ofi 



resorting to other tneans of in fbrmajtibfr^ 
Yet the improbabiiity that you sbotilii 
toBitnit a deed of such rashness made 
tne reflect anew upon the insufficiency 
bf those grounds on \^hich my suspi* 
tions had been built, and almost to con- 
demn mjself for harbouring theiti. 
•- Though It was itierc conjcctui^e tliat 
the interview spoken df had taken ptacA 
with Carwin^ yet iitd Ideas occurred 
to inTotre me in the most paidfol 
doubts. This man's reasonings m^ht 
be so specious^ and his^ ' artifices so 
profound^ that^ aided by th^ p^ssioD 
which you had conceired for him, hd 
had finally succeeded; Or his situatioa 
might be such as to justify the secrecy 
t^hich you nraintained. In neither case 
did my wildest rereries suggest to me 
that your honodr had been forfeited. 

" I could not talk with you on tbit» 
rabject. If the rmpufation was false^ 
its atrociousness would have justly 



drawn upon me your resentment^ and 
I must have explained by what facts 
it had been suggested. If it were true» 
no benefit would follow from the men^^ 
tion of it. You had chosen to conceal 
jt for some reasons^ and whetbet these 
reasons were true or false^ it was proper 
to discotrer and remove them in the first 
|)lace. Finally^ I Acquiesced in th^ 
least painful' supposition^ tranfmetled 
as it was with perplexities, thatCarwin 
was upright^ and that^ if the reasons of 
your silence were known^ they would 
be foiHid to be just. 
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CHAP. V. 
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^^ Three days have elay8e4 &)&€« 
this occurrmce. I have been hain^SfsA 
hy perpetual inquielude. To l^ripg 
myself to regvd Carwin witliout>tei^ 
tor, and to acquiesce in the )>^lief of 
your sai^ty^ was impossible. YHto, 
pt)t an end to my doubts seemed to be 
ii9practicable. If some light could be 
reflected on the actual situation of this 
man, a direct path would present itself« 
If he were, contrary to the tenor of his 
eonyersation, cunning and malignant, 
io . apprize you of this would be to^ 
place you in security. If he were 
m^ely unfortunate and innocent, most 
readily would I espouse his cause; and 
if his intentions were upright with re* 
gard to you, most eagerly would I sane- 
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tify your choice by my approbation* 
It would be vain to call upon Car* 
win for an avowal of his deeds. It 
was better to Ikfiow nothings than to 
be deceived by' an ajtfliHale. What 
he was unwilling to commuDicate> and 
tbia wiwillingness had be^ ^epealedly 
maotfested^ could never be extcM«d>^ 
front him. In^vtuoity might b#fpt^ 
peased^ or imposturii e0eeted by iMth 
cious representations. To the rest of 
the world he was unknown. I had 
often made him the tubject of dii*- ^ 
course ; but a glimpse of his figuM inf ^ 
the street was the sum of their know- 
ledge who knew most. None had eveft < * 
seen him before^ and received as nt^W- 
the information which my intercoot% > 
with him in Valencia^ and my piveient ' 
intercourse^ enabled me to give. < ^ 

" Wieland was your brother. If he 
had really made you the object of bis 
courtship^ was not a brother authorized 
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to interfere and demand from him tfae 
confession of his views ? Yet what 
Were the grounds on which 1 had rear- 
ed this supposition ? Would they jus* 
tify a measure like this? Strrdly irot. 

'' f n the course of my restless medi- 
tations^ ^it occurrred to me at lertgtfa 
that my duty required me to speak to 
you, to confess the ihdecorurii of 
which 1 had beeii gMiIty, and to state 
the reflections to which it had Ted raCr 
I was prompted by no mean or s^elfish 
views. The heart uilUio my btcasl 
Was not more precious than yourisafcty : 
most cheerfully would I have inter-' 
posed my life between you and danger. 
Would you cherish resentment at my 
conduct ? When acquainted with thte 
motive which produced it, ii would not 
only exempt me from censure^ but enti^ 
tie me to gratitude. 

'•Yesterday had been selected for 
the rehearsal of the newly-imported tra^ 



gedy. I promised to be present. The 
'^tate of n>;y f houghts but little qualified 
me for aperforfner or auditor in such*a 
seeoe ; but I reflected tbat^ after it 
was finished^ I should retortfi home 
with you^ and should then enjoy an 
Hjppdrtunity of discoursing with you 
fully on this topic. My resolution was 
not formed wkhout a remnant oi 
dou^t as to its propriety. When I 
left this house to perform tbe \isit 1 
iiad promised^ my mind was full ofap* 
prehension and despondency. The du« 
bfousness of the event of our convejf- 
'sation, fear that toy interference waa 
too late to secure your peace, and the 
tracertainty to which h^pe gave birth, 
whether I had not erred in believing 
you devoted to this man^ or, at leasts 
in imagining that be had obtained your 
consent to midnight conference*, dis- 
tracted me with contradictory opinions^ 
^tnd repugnant emotions. 
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*' I tan assign no reascm for calUti^ at 
Mrs. Bajfnton's. I had seen her in the 
morning, and Ictie^ her to be well. 
The concerted hour had nearly arritedj 
an^^St i tnraed' m'p the street inrhiob 
'k^sioherliouse^ d^it dismounted at 
hs^r^dooitJ leiite^d^he pwrloiif ai4 
thi^ew m jsel^ in^khair • I saw and in* 
quired for no onef. My whole frame 
wai^j^'ifbrpower^d by dreary and com* 
lbrt!|is sensatioi&s. ^ 'One idea possessed 



itie^^hbliy; 9he iaejtpressible impori^ 
t&'nce of iinv1^i1ifa|^ihe designs and cha- 
racter of Car wiM^ ' tM the utter impro- 
bability that this ever would be effect- 
ed. ^ Soihe inslSisct induced me to lay 
my hand upon a newspaper. I bad 
perutkA all the general intelligence it 
contained in the mornings and at the 
same spot. The act was rather me- 
chanical than Toluntary. 

'^ I threw a languid glance on the 
first column that presented itself. The 



first MTords which I read hegan with 
ibe offier of a reward of three hundr<4 
guineas for the apprehension of a con- 
Tict under sentence of deatbj who had 
escaped from Newgate prison im ]>ub« 
lin. Good heaven 1 how eTerjr fibre 
of my frame tingled when I proceed^ 
to read that the name of the crimif ^1 
^s Francis Carwint 
^' The descriptions of his persOA and 



address were minute. His statuioe^ 
bair^ complexion^ ihe extraordinary 
position and arraogemeni of his fea-- 
tiires^ his awkward and disproporticp* 
ftte form^ his gesture and gaitj corres- 
ponded perfectly with ^those of our 
mysterious^ visitant. He had been 
found guilty in two indictments. One 
for the murder of the Lady Jane Con- 
way^ and the other for a robbery oom- 
mttted on the person of ihe honorable 
Mr. Ludloe. 
y I repeatedly perused this passage. 
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The ideas which flowed in upon mj 
miqd affected me like an instant tran- 
sition from death to life. The purpose 
dearest to mj heart was thus effected, 
at a time an4 bj means the least of all 
others within the scope of my for^-^ 
sights But what purpose? Carwia 
was detected. Acts of the blackest 
and most sordid guilt had been com* 
mitted by him. Here was evidence 
which imparted to my understanding 
the most luminous certainty. The 
name^ visage^ and deportment were the 
same. Between the time of his escape 
and Jbis appearance among us^ there was 
a suffif lent agreement. Such was the 
man with whom I suspected you to. 
maintain a clandestine correspondence. 
Should I not haste to snatch you from 
the talons of this vulture? Should I 
see you rushing to the verge of a dizzy 
precipice^ and not stretch forth a hand 
to pull you back ? I had no need to 



deliberate. I thrust the paper in my 
pocketj and resolved to obtain an im- 
mediate conference with jpiu For a 
time no other image made its way to** 
my understanding. At length it oc* 
curred to me, that though the infor- 
mation I possessed was in one scpse sujffi- 
cient^ yet if more could be obtained 
more was desirable. This passage 
was copied from a British paper ; par^ 
of it only perhaps, was transcribed; 
The grinter was ^o possession of the. 
original. 

'''Towards his bouse I immediately, 
turned my horse's head. He produced^ 
the paper, but I found nothing more 
than had already been seen. While 
busy in.per using it> the printer stood by 
my. side. He noticed tljie object of 
which I was in search. 'Aye/ aaid 
fae^ ' that is a. strange affair., I should; 
never have met with it had not Mr. 
Hallet sent to me the paper^ with. a. 



— 1 



%6 'wtzvAmt^. 

particular rdquestto republish that ad- 
vertisement/ 

^^ Mr. Hallet 1 What reasons could 
he b«ve for making this request ? Had 
the paper sent to him been accompanied 
by any information respecting the cion- 
vict? Had he persona) or intilM>rdi* 
nary reasons for desiring its republi* 
cation? This was to be knt>wn only 
in one way.<*-I speeded to hia iMtase. 
In answer io iny interiogal!dns« he 
told me that Ludloe had fofinerl/ bMO 
in America, and that during hit reii* 
dence in this citf, considerable inCel* 
course had taken place betwe^ th<3&« 
Hence a confidence arose; whidl 6lis 
since been kept alive by occasion^ li- 
ters. He had Iktely receired a leiftr 
from him> enclosing the newspraper 
from which this extract had bttn 
made. He put it into my ban A, and 
pointed dut the passages which refiited 
te Carwin. 
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^' Ladloe coafirms the facts of bis 
conviction and escape ; and adds> that 
he had reason to belie?e him to have 
embarked for America. He describes 
him in general terms as the most incom- 
prehensible and formidable among men; 
as engaged in schemes, reasonably sus- 
pected to be^ in the highest degree 
cffimie%l> but such, as no human intel- 
ligence israbte ta unravel; that his 
ends are pursued by jpeaas which leave 

" it^jn, doubt whether he be not in league 
y^ith some infernal spirit; that his 

./^aimes have hitherto been perpetrated 
witl^ the aid of some unknown but 

^jd^sperate accomplices; that be wages:a 
ipeip^tual war against the happiness ^of 

.jttankind^ and sets bis engines of de- 

. struction at work against every object 
that presents itself. 

*' This is the substance of-the letter., 
Hallet expressed some surprise at the 
curiosity which was manifested by me 
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on this occasion. I wss too much ab- 
sorbed hy the ideas suggested by this 
letter to pay attention' to his remarks. 
I shuddered with the' apprehension of 
the evil to which our indiscreet fami^ 
Harity \i ith this man had probably ex^ 
posed us. I burnt with impatience to 
see you^ and to do what in me lay fo 
avert the calamity which threatened 
us. It wjts already five o'clock. 
Night was hastening, and there was 
no time to be lost. On leaving Mr. 
Hallet'shouse^ who should meet me in 
the street but Bertrand^ the servant 
vhom I left in Germany* His appear- 
ance and accoutrements bespoke him 
to have just alighted from a toilsome 
and long journey. I was not wholly 
without expectation of . seeing him 
about this time« but no one was then 
more distant from my thoughts. You 
know what reasons I have for anxiety 
yespecting scenes with which this man 



was conversant. Carwin was far a 
moment forgotten. In answer to my 
vehement inquiries, Qertrand produced 
a copious packet. I shall not at pre* 
sent mention its contents, nor the 
measures which they obliged me to 
adopt. T bestowed a brief perusal on 
these papers, and having given some 
directions to Bertrand, resumed my 
purpose with regard to you. My horse 
I was obliged to resign to my servant, 
he being charged with a commission 
that required speed. The clock had 
struck ten, and Mettingen was five 
Miles distant. I was to journey thither 
on foot. These circumstances only 
added to my expedition. 

'' As 1 passed swiftly along, I re- 
viewed all the incidents accompanying 
the appearance and deportment of that 
man amoog U9. Late events have been 
inexplicable and mysterious beyond 
my of whi«b I ' have either read 
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or heard. ^ These events were eoeval 
with Carwin's introduction^ I am oa- 
able to explain their orign and mutual 
dependance ; but I do not on that ac- 
count believe them to have a super- 
natural original. Is not this man the 
agent ? Some of them seem to be pro- 
pitious; but what should I think of 
those threats of assassination with 
which you were lately alarmed? 
Blood-shed is the trade^ and horror is 
the element of ' this man. The process 
by which the sympathies of nature are 
extinguished in our hearts^ by wfaichi 
evil is made our g^od^ aadbywhieh 
we are made susc^fible bf no kHHAntj 
but in the infliction^ and no j^y^ but in 
the spectacle of -woes, is an obvidus 
process. As to an atliaihre with evil 
geniuses^ the powfer stvd the malice of 
dsemons have b^n' atbousai^'' times 
exemplified in ^^nsMi benkgs. -. There 
^re no devils e&ei^t^diose which are 
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begotten upon selfishness and reared by 
cunning. 

'^ Now> indeed^ the scene was 
changed. It i^as not his secret pp- 
niard that I dreaded. It was only the 
success of his efforts to make you tk 
iionlederate in your own destruction^ 
to make your will the instrument by 
which he might bereave you of liberty 
an4 honour. 

''I took^ as usual^ the path through 
youjrj^f other's ground. I ranged with 
celofity and silence along the bank. I 
ap(i>ro^bed the fence which divides 
Wic^Iaqd's . estate frofn your's. . The 
recess in the bank being near this line, 
it being .ncQe^sary, for me to pass near 
it, my mind being tainted with iiwete- 
rate suspicions concerning you^-rsus* 
pioions which were indebted for their 
strength to incidents connected with 
this spot^ what yironder that it seized 
upon my thoughts ? 
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'^ I leaped on the fence; but before 
I descended on the opposite side I 
paused to survey the scene. Leaves 
dropping with dew^ and glistening in 
the moon's rays, vrith no moving ob- 
ject to molest the deep rep.ose, filled 
me with security and hope. I left the 
station at length, and tended forward. 
You were probably at rest. How 
should I communicate vilhout alarm- 
ing you the intelligeiice of my arrival? 
An immediate interview was to be pro- 
cured. I could not bear to think that 
a minute should be lost by remissness 
or hesitation. Should 1 knock at the 
door, or should I. stand under your 
chamber-windows, which I perceived 
to be open, and awaken you by my 
calls P 

'' These reflections employed me as 
I passed the summer-house. I had 
scarcely gone by when my ear caught 
a sound unusual at this time and place. 
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It was almost too faint and too tran- 
sient to allow me a distinct perception 
of it, I stopped to listen ; presently it 
was heard again^ and now it was 
somewhat in a louder key. It was 
laughter^ and unquestionably produced 
by a female voice. That voice was 
familiar to my senses. It was your's. 
'' Whence it came I was first at a 
loss to conjecture; but this uncertainty 
Tauished when it was heard the third 
time. I threw back my eyes towardt 
the recess. Every other organ and 
limb was useless to me. I did uot rea* 
son on the subject I did not, in a 
direct manner^ draw my conclusions 
from the hour^ the place, the hilarity 
which this sound betokened, and the 
circumstance of having a companion, 
which it no less incontestably proved. 
In an instant, as it were, my heart was 
invaded with cold, and the pulses of 
life at a stand. ^ 

* f4 
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• ''Why should r go further? Why 
Amiia I teliitfi ?^ Should I not hur?^ 
%b a dtttance ff^om a sound/Tirhfcli, 
though formerly so sweet and delecta- 
ble, was now ' more hideout tlian thi^ 
shrieks of owls? •' ' ^ :'ci.n> n; 

^^I^hatf ho finwj to yield td this im- 
ptrifefe.' *rhe thought^ t(f approacliin^' 
alndlitteniag occurred to me; I tiad 
iKv dMrbt of which I was conscious. 
Tet my certainty was capable of in-^ 
cirease; ^I was likewise stimulated by a 
skitiment that partook of rage. I wa^ 
goVttned by an half-formed and tem- 
pestuous resolutiidn to break in upon 
yditr inlerview^ and strike yon dead' 
wiA my upbraiding. 

^^ I appoNiaehed with the utmost 
camticli.^ When I reachedthe edge of 
the bank immediately^ above the sum- 
mer^house, I thought^ I' heard Toices 
frombdlow^srjbasy in conversation. The 
steps in ^e>rock are cl^r of bushy imt- 
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pediments. Thej allowed me to de^ 
seeod into a cavity beside the building 
without being detected. ThuB to lie 
in wait could only be justified by the 
momentousnest of the occasion." 

Here Pleyel paused in his narrative^ 
and fixed his eyes upon me* Situated 
as I was^ my horror and astonishment 
at this tale gave way to compassion for 
the anguish which the countenance of 
my friend betrayed* I reflected on bis 
force of understanding. I reflected 
on Ihe powers of my enemy. I could 
easily divine the substance of the con-* 
yersation that was overheard. Carwin 
had constructed his plot in a maanec 
suited to the characters of those whom 
he had selected for his victims. I saw 
that the convictions of Pleyel were 
immutable. I forebore to struggle 
against the storm^ because I saw that 
all struggles would be fruitless. I 
was calm; but my calmnese wa» the 
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torpor of despair, and nottlie traaqull- 
lity of fortitude. It s\a,s calmness in- 
irincible by any thing that hjs ^ief 
and his fury could suggest to PleyelJ 
He resumed: — 

/' Woman! wilt thou bear me fur- 
^ther? Shall I go on to repeat the 
(Conversation.? Is it shame that makes 
thee tongue-tied? Shall I go on? 
or art thou satisfied with what has 
been already said ?" 

I bowed my head. *' Go on/' said 
!• ''I make not this request in the 
hope of. undeceiving you. 1 shall no 
longer contend with my own weakness. 
Ths itdrm is let loose^. and I shall 
peaceably submit to be driven by its 
fury. But go on. This conference 
will end only v^itb affording me a 
clearer foresight of my destiny; but 
that will be 9ome satisfaction^ add I 
will not part without it. *' 

Wby^ on hiring, tlnese wofds^ did 



Pleyel hesitate ? Did some unlooked- 
for doubt insiauate itself into bis 
mind ? Was his belief suddenly 
shaken by my looks or my words^ or 
by some newly recollected circum- 
stance ? Whencesoever it arose, it 
' could not endure the test of delibe- 
ration. In a few minutes the flame of 
resentment was again lighted up in hit 
bosom. He proceeded with his ac- 
customed. Tehemence : — 

'' I hate myself for this folly. I caa 
find no apology for this tale. Yet I 
an) irresistibly impelled to relate it. 
She that hears me is apprised of every 
particular. I have only to repeat to 
her her own words. She will listen 
with a tranquil air^ and the spectacle 
o^ her obduracy will drive me to some 
desperate act. Why then should I. 
persist! yeipersist I must." 

Again he paused. '^ No^" said be« 
'' it is iippossible to repeat your avow- 



als of ]Me^ youf appeals to fanner cImi«^ 
fe^siopa of your teaderaeM, to formor.j 
dee48 of diflhoBour^ tothecireumrtaooea w 
of the first interview that took place 
between you. It was on .that nigbt ^ 
when I traced you to this recMSi. > 
Thi|;lier had ha enticed you, and thevoini 
had you ratified an unhallowed com* ' i 
pact by admitting hi m ' ■ ■ 'i 

" Great God \ thou witnessedst tkA* f 
agonies that tore my bosom at ihn^-^B 
sioment \ Thou w itnessedst my dBhtts 
to repel the testimony of n\y ears \ U 3 
was in tain that you dwelt upoft the* ; 
confusion which my unlooked-for sum^-^ > 
moas excited in you ; the tardinesa ) ' 
with which a suitable excuse oojburred. . 
to you ; your resentment that my im* 
pertinent intrusion 'had put an end to 
that charn]^ing iiiterview.-*^A disap-* 
pointment for; which you endeavoured 
to cooipensateyourself by the frequency) 
and duration of subtaciieiift neotiiigs* r 



'« lii tuia you dwelt t^)^ incMents' 
of wlRch you odiy could b^^coilscious f > 
iooidttis thtt oeeurred ou ttuceatfions on 
whi^ii none beside your own fkmily 
were, witnesses^ In Tain was your 
diseonrse characterided by peculiarities 
inittiiteble of Sentiment bM language. 
My^eonyiction wa9 effected only by an 
accumulation of the same tokens. I 
yielded not but tp evidence which took 
away the power ^ withhold my faith. 

^' My fri^t was of no use to me. 
Beneath so thick an umbrage the dark- 
nesi<iwa0 intensie. Hearing was the 
only^^ayenne to information^ which thef 
cireomstances allowed ^o be open. I 
was couched within three fbet of you. 
Why should I approach nearer? I 
could not contend with your betrayer. 
What could be^the purpose of a con- 
test ^ You stoo# in no need of a pro^ 
teeter. Whafrcouldl do» but retire 
from thie tpot ^^rel.^elmed with c<^n- 
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fusion and dismay? I nought m/' 
..chamber^ and endeavoured to regain 
mj composure. The door of the house^ 
vbicb I found open^ your subsequent 
entrance^ clo9ing, and fastening it^ and 
gcwngintQ your cbajmber^ whicb bad 
l^em thus li>iig deserted^ were only cpfl^ 
firmatipos of the truth. 

'^ Why should I paint the tempi^st^?- 
ous flucluation of ray thoughts between 
grief and revenge^ between r^^c^fkod 
despair? Why should I i^peat niy 
vows of eternal implacability and per^ 
secutiop^ and the speedy recantatiipn 
of these vows ? 

^ '' I have said enough. You . have 
diismissed me from a place. In yoyr 
esteem. Wbat I think and what I 
feel is of po importance in your eyes. 
May the duty which I owe myself 
enable me to forgot your existence. In 
a few minutes I go hence. Be the 
maker of your fortune, and may ad* 
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versitj instruct you in that wisdom^ 
Trhich education was unable to impat 
<o you.*' 

Those were the last words which 

Pleyel uttered. He left the room^ and 

my new emotions enabled me to wit- 

1iie9% bis departure without ahy appi^ 

rent loss of composure* As I sat 

ii)6ne 1 ruminated on these incidents. 

Nothing was more evident than that I 

hkd taken an eternal leave of happiness. 

Life was a worthless things separate 

from that good which had now been 

wrested from me; yet the sentiment 

that now possessed iae bad no tendency 

to' palsy my exertions^ and overbear my 

Btreugtfa. I nc^ced that the light was 

declining, and perceived the propriety 

of leaving this house. I placed my-> 

self again in the chaise^ and xeturned 

slowly towards the city. 
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Beforb I reached the city it wm 
dusk. It Uras my purpose to spend 
the night at Mettingen. I was not 
solicitous^ as long as I was attended 
by a faithful senrant^ to be there at an 
early hour. My exhausted strength 
required me to take some refreshment 
With this yiew^ and in ordartopay 
respect to one whose affection for me 
was truly maternal^ I stopped at Mrs» 
Bayntpn's^ She was absent from home; 
but I t^ad jscarcely esitered the house 
when one ef her domestics presented 
me a letter* I opened il^ and read as 
follows: ^ 

•' To Clara WIeland, 
'' What shall I say to extenuate the 
misconduct of last nights It is my 
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duty to repair it to the utmost of my 
power^ but the only way in which it 
can be repaired^ you will oot^ I fear^ 
he preyailed on to adi^t. It is by 
granting me an interview^ at your own 
hquse^ at eleyen o'clock this night. . I 
%Ye no means of removing any fears 
i^at you may entertain of my designs, 
l^it my simple and solemn declarations. 
These^ after what hail passed betweei^ ' 
us^ you may deem unworthy of codfi- 
dence. I cannot help it. My folly 
and rashness has left me no other re- 
source. I will be at your door by that 
hour* Ifyouchuseto admit me^o a 
conference^ provided that conference 
has no witnesses, I will disclose to you 
particulars^ the knowledge of which is 
orthe utmost importance to your happi- 
ness. FareweL 

Carwin." 
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What a letter was this ! A tnait 
known to. be an assassin and robber; 
one capable of p]otting against my life 
and my fame; detected lurking in mj 
chamber^ and avowing designs the most 
flagitious and dreadful^ now solicits 
me to grant him a midnight interview ! 
To admit him alone into my presence ! 
Could he 1make this request with the 
expectation of my compliance ? What 
had he seen in me that could justify 
him in admitting so wild a belief? 
Yet this request is preferred with the 
utmost gravity. It is not accompanied 
by an appearance of uncommoifte^rnest* 
ness. Had the misconduct to. which 
he alludes been a slight incivility, abd 
the interview requested to take place in 
the midst of my friends, there would 
have been no extravagance in the tenor 
of this letter: but, as it was, the writer 
had surely been bereft of his reason. 

I perused this epistle frequently^ 
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The request it contained might be 
called audacious or stupid^ if it had 
been made by a difterent person ; but 
from Carwin^ who could not be una- 
ware of the effect which it must natu- 
rally produce, and of the manner in 
which it would unavoidably be treated^ 
it was perfectly inexplicable. He must 
have counted on the success of soma 
plot, in order to extort ray assent. 
None of those motives by which t an| 
usuaHy g^verood would ever have per-* 
luaded me to meet any one of his sex 
at tbetimeand place which he had pre* 
scribed. Much less would I consent to 
a meeting with a man tainted 'with the 
most detestable crimds, and by w^oio 
arts my own safety had been so immi* 
tiently endangered, and my happiness 
irretrievably destroyed. I shuddered 
at the idea that such a meeting was pes* 
sible. I felt sonie reluctance to ap<* 
proach a spot which he still visited 
and haunted. 
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Such we»B the ideas which lint rag* 
gcsted theniaelTes on the.perasal of the 
Idler. Meanwhile I resamed sty 
journey. My thoughts still dwelt 
upon the same topic. Gradually from 
ruminating on this epistle, I reverted to 
nijF interview with PleyeL I recalled 
the particulars of the dialogue to which 
he h&d been an auditor. My heart sunk 
anew on viewing the inextricable com- 
plexity of this deception, and the inau* 
spicious concurrence of events which 
tended to confirm him in his error. 
When he approached mj chamber door, 
my terror kept me mute. He pot bis 
€V*» perhaps, to the crevice, but it 
qf^qght the sound of nothing human. 
UaA I called, or made any token that 
^ono^efi soyie one . to be within^ words 
woiild have ensued ; and as omnipce* 
senee wiu impossible, this discovery, 
aad the arttess narrative of what had 
just passed, vrould have saved me from 
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bis murderous invectives. He went into 
his' thamber^ and after soimr intervM^ I 
stole aeross the entr^ afad "down \ht 
stairs^ with inaudible itep^. Having 
secured tile outer doors^ Ireturnled'with 
less circutlispeetion. He heard me dot 
when I desceaded ; hvH'tny retui^ftiag 
steps were easily distinguished. Now 
he thought was the guilty intbrview at 
an end. In what other way ih^ it pos^ 
sfliile for him to cdnstruethese (Signals ? 
How fallacious and precipitate' was 
my decision ! Carwin's plot owed its 
success to a coincidence of events 
scarcely credible. The balance wds 
swayed from its equipoise by a"* haiir. 
Had T even begun the convessativ^ 
"with an account of what befel mtmt^nfy 
^amber^ my previous interriew wi(^ 
Widand would have taught hiito to srdi- 
pectme of imposture; yet/tf I Were 
discoursing with ihh ruffian, Mikki 
Pleyel touched the kfcbof my chamlMr 
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door, 8»d when he shut hi« own door 
-with SO: much ?ioleiu:e^ faow> be might 
ask, should I be able to relate these in- 
eidents ? Perhaps he had withheld Ibe 
knowledge of these circuipstances frooi 
mj brother, from whom, therefore, I 
could not obtain it, so that my innocence 
would have thus been irresistibly de* 
monstrated. 

The first impulse which flowed from 
these ideas was to return upon my steps, 
and demand once more an interview : 
but he was gone : his parting declara- 
tions were remembered. 

Pleyel, I elclaimed, thou art gone 
for ever ! Are thy mistakes beyond the 
jeach of detection.? Ami helpless in 
the midst of this snare? The plotter 
is at hand. .He even speaks in the 
style of penitence. He solicits an in<^ 
terview which he promises shall end in 
the disclosure of something momentous 
to my happinessu What can he saj 
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which will avail to turn aside this evil? 
But why should his remorse he feigned ? 
I have done him no injury. His wick- 
edness is fertile only of despair; and 
the billows of remorse will some timg 
overbear him« Why may not this 
event have already taken' place ? Why 
should I refuse to see him ? 

This idea was present, as it were; for 
a moment. I suddenly recoiled from it, 
confounded at that frenzy which could 
give even momentary harbour to 
such a scheme ; yet presently it return* 
ed. At length I even conceived it to 
deserve deliberation. I questioned 
whether it was not proper to adroit^ at 
a lonely spot^ in a sacred boiir^ this 
man of tremendous and inscrutable at- 
tributes^ this performer of horrid deed^^ 
and whose presence was predicted to 
call down unheard-of and unutterable 
horrors. 

What was it that swayed me? I 
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felt myself divested of the power to 
will contrary to the motives that deter- 
mined me to seek his presence. My 
mind seemed- to be split into separate 
parts^ and these parts to have entered 
into furious end implacable contention. 
These tumults gradually subsided. 
The reasons why I should confide in 
that interposition which had hitherto 
defended me ; in those tokens of com- 
punction which this letter contained ; 
in the efficacy of this interview to re* 
store its spotlessness to my character^ 
and banish all illusions from the mind 
of my friend; continually acquired new 
evidence and new strength. 

What should I fear in his presence ? 
This was unlike an artifice intended to 
betray me into his hands. If it were 
an artifice^ what purpose would it serve? 
The freedom of my mind was untouch- 
ed^ and that freedom would defy the 
assaults of blandishments or mag^c. 
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Force ^as I not able to repel. * Oh Uie 
former occasion my courag^^ !t is true, 
hdd failed at the iirimineDt approach of 
danger; but then I had not enjoyed 
opportunities of deliberation ; I ll^iad 
foreseen nothing ; I was sunk into im- 
becility by toy previous thoughts ; 
I had been the victim of recent dis* 
appointments and anticipated ills : 
Witness my infatuation in opening the , 
closet in opposition to divine injunc- 
tions. 

Now, perhaps, my courage was the 
offspring of a no Jess erring principle. 
Pleyel was for ever lost to me^ I strove 
in vain to assume his person, and sup* 
press my resentment ; I strove in vai^a 
to believe in theassiiaging influence of 
time, to ,look forward to thebirtfi-day 
of new hopes, and the re-exaltation of 
that luminary, of whose effulgencies I 
)iadso long and so liberally partaken. 

What had I to suffer worse than was 
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already inflicted ? Was not Garwin^ 
my foe ? I owed m^ untimel j fate to 
bis treasoQ. Instead of flying frooi his 
presence^ ought I not ta devote all my 
faculties to the gaining -of an interview 
and compel him to repair the ills of 
which he has been the author ? Whj 
should I suppose him impregnable to 
argument ? Itare I not reason on my 
side^ and the power of imparting con- 
viction ? Cannot he be made to see 
the justice of unravelling the maze in 
which Pleyel is bewildered ? 

He' may, at leasts be accessible to 
fear. Has he nothbg to fear from the 
rage of an injured woman ? But sup-* 
pose him inaccessible to such induce- 
ments; suppose him to persist in all 
his flagitious purposes; are not the 
means of defence and resistance in my 
power ? 

In the progress of such thoughts 
was the resolution at last formed* I 



boptd that the iDtenriew. was souglit 
by him for a laudable end; but^ be 
that as ii would^ I trusted that, by 
eheigy of reasonings or of action^ I 
should render ii auspicious^ ofj at least^ 
liariBtess. 

Such a determination must unavojd* 
ablj fluctuate. Tbe poet's cliaos was 
no unapt emblem of tbe state of my 
mind. A iorment wa« awakened in my 
bosom» which I foresaw would end 
only when* this interview was past^ and 
its consequenees fully experienced. 

Hence my impatience for the arrival 
of the hour which had been prescribed 
by Carwin. 

Meanwhile my meditations were 
tumultttously active. New impediments 
to the execution of the scheme were 
speedily suggested. I had apprized 
Catharine of my intention to spend this 
and many future nights with her. Mer 
husband was informed of this arrange- 

o 2 
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ibentj and had zealously approved it. 
Eleven o'clock exceeded their hour of 
retiring. What eicuse should I form 
for changing . m j plan ? Should I 
shew this letter to Wielmid^ and suhmit 
myself to his direction i But I knew 
in what vray he would decide. He 
would fervently dissuade me from 
going. Nay^ would he not do more ? 
He was apprised of the offences of 
Carwin^ and of the reward offered for 
his apprehension. Would he not seice 
this importunity of executing justice 
on a criminal? 

This idea was new* I was plui^ed 
once more into doubt* Did not equity 
enjoin me thus to facilitate his arrest? 
No ! I disdained the office of betrayer. 
Carwin was unapprised of his danger, 
and his intentions were possibly benefi- 
cent. ' Should I station guards about 
the house, and make anact^ intended 
perhaps for my benefit^ instrumental 



to his nwQ destructioB? Wielaad 
raight be justified in thus empkyit^ 
the knowledge which I sfaonld impart ; 
but 1^ bj imparting it, should pollute 
niys^f with more hateful crimies than 
those undeservedly imputed to me. 
This scheme^ therefore, I unbesitat* 
ingly rejected. The views with wfaii^ii 
1 should return to my own bouse it 
would therefore be necessary to con- 
ceal. Yet s6me pretext must be in* 
vented. I had never been initiated into 
.the trade of lying. Yet what but 
falsehood was a deliberate suppression 
of the truth ? To deceive by silence 
or by words is the same. / 

Yet what would a lie avail me? 
What pretext would justify -this 
change in my plan P Would it ^^t 
tend to confirm the imputations of 
Pleyel? That I should voluntarily 
return to a house in which honour ar}d 

life bad bo lately been endangered, 

g3 



IS6 iriBZiAK^^ 

tovlA be explained ia no way £iv^ur* 
able to my iategdty* 

These reflectionsj if tbey did not 
change^ at least suspended my decision. 
In this state of uncertainty I alighted 
at th^ hut4 We gare ibis nanae to the 
House tenante^d by the former and his 
servants, and ^rhich was situated on 
the verge of my brother's ground^ and 
at a considerable distance from the 
nanaion. The path to the mansion 
V99» planted by a double row of 
walnuts* Along this path I proceeded 
atone. I entered the parlotlr^ in which 
waa a light just expiring in the socket. 
There was no one in the room. I per- 
eeiyed by the clock that atood against 
the waH that it was near eleven. The 
iatenesa of the bofir startled me. 
What had become of the family? 
They usually retired an hour 
before this; but the unextinguidied 
iaper mA the uiAacred door wete indi* 
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eflfliom that they had not retired. I 
again returned to the halh and passed 
from one room to another^ but stiH en* 
countered not a human being. 

I imagined that (lerhaps the i'apse 6f 
a fe\^ tiiinutes. would etplain^ these Hp" 
pearances. Meanwhile I reflfifcted 
that the pi*econcerted hour htfd arriv- 
ed. Carwtn Nvaif perhaps Waiting nij 
approach. 8boiild I immediately retire 
to ray ^wta house/ifo one would be ap- 
prised of my proceeding. Nay, the 
iotelrvtew might pais^ aUd I he enabled 
to return in half an hour. Henc'e no 
necessity would alrise for dissimulation. 
I was so far influenced ^y th<?8e 
views that I rose to' excfcut^ this 
design ; but again the nnusuaV^<Sond!« 
tion of the hoiise occurred td hie/^tald 
so0e vague solicitude as to th^ %^« 
dition of the family. I Vras iiea% 
certain that my brothW * ttkfl nbt ^ fe- 
tired ; but by what motived lit iomd 
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be induced to desert his house thus 
unseasonably I could by no means 
divine. Louisa Conway, at leasts was 
lit faome^ and had probably retired to 
her chamber ; perhaps she *was able to 
impart the information I wanted. 

I went to her chamber and found 
her asleep. She was delighted and 
surprised at my arrival^ and told me 
with how miich impatience and anxiety 
my brother and his wife had waited 
my coming. They were' fearful that 
some mishap had befallen me^ and bad 
remained up longer than the usual time. 
Notwithstanding the lateness of the 
hour^' Catharine would not resign the 
hope of seeing me. Louisa said she 
had left them both in the parlour^ and 
she knew of no cause for their absence. 

As yet I was not without solicitude 
on account of their personal safety. • I 
was far from being perfectly at ease on 
that head; but entertained no distioct 



WISLAJVJD. 129 

oooception df the danger that impeDcled 
oyer tbeda. Perhaps to beguile the 
moments of loy loi^ protracted stay 
they had goae to walk upoii the bank. 
The atiQosphere^ though iliumiaated 
only by the star-light^ was remarkably 
serene. Meanwhile the desirableness 
of an interview with Carwin again re- 
turned, and I finally resolved to seek it. 
I passed with doubting and hasty 
steps along the path. My dwellings 
seen at a distance^ was gloomy and de- 
solate* It had no inhabitant^ for my 
servants in consequence of my new 
arrangement^ had gone to Mettingen. 
The temerity of this attempt began to 
shew itself in more vivid colours to 
my understanding. Whoever has 
pointed steel is not without arms ; yet 
"what must have been the state of my 
mind when I could meditate, without 
shuddering^ on the use of a murderous 
weapon^ and believe myself . secure 

o5 
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merely because I wai eapakle of being 
made so by the dl^ath of another ? Yet 
this was not my state. I felt as if I 
were rushing into deadly toils^ withoat 
Ihe power of pausing or recedsig. 



mMom. ISI 



CHAP. vn. 



As sMn M ! arrived in sright of 
Ibe front of the bouse^ my attention 
was excited by a Itgbt froih the window 
0f my own eblfctuber. No appearance 
eoiiM be le^ explicable. A meeting 
Was elated ^itfa Carwin^ but that he 
j^re-o^^pied m^ chamb^^ and had 
mippliied himi9e)f with h'ght, was not to 
be beiioTed. What motive could in^ 
fluence him to ad6pt this Conduct? 
Coiild I proceed until this was ex- 
plained? Perhaps if I should pro* 
ceeA to a distance in front some one 
would be visible. A sidelong but 
feeble beam from the window fell upon 
the piny copse which skirted the bank» 
As I ejid itj it suddenly became muta* 
ble^ and after ftitting to and fro for a 



short time it vanisb^d. I turned nij 
eye again towards the window^ and 
perceived that the light was still there; 
but the change which I had noticed 
was occasioned by a change in the 
position of the lamp or candle within. 
Hence that some petson was there WM 
an unavoidable inference.: 

I paused to deliberate dn the pro^ 
pfiety of advancing. Might I not ad^ 
vftnce cftutiously^ and therefore witbr 
out danger? Might I not knock at 
thedoor^ or eall^ and be apprised of 
the nature of my visitant b^fcre I 
entered? I approached and listened 
at the door, but coiild hear nothiagf. 
I knodced at first timidly, but afler- 
.wards with loudness. My liga^U 
wiere unnoticed. I irtep^ed back and 
looked, but the light was no longer 
discernible. Was it suddenly extit|» 
guished' by a human agent ? W.bat 
puipose but conceiftimeiit vras iBteii4* 



ed ? Why w^s tbe illuminatioD pro'- 
duced^ to be thus suddenly brought to 
an end ? And Mrby, since some one was 
there^ liad silence been obser?ed . 

These were questions/ the solution of 
which may be readily supposed to be 
entangled with danger. Would not 
this danger^ when measured by a wo- 
man^s fearsj expand into gigantic dimen- 
aiow ? jVleqacges of death ; the stun- 
ning, exertions of a warning voice ; tlie 
known and uiikno.wn attributes, of Cai'- 
win ; our )reo?nt interview inthid.chaD»- 
ber ; itbefpre-i^ppoiotmentof.a meeting 
at ^his pla^e and hoqr, all throngedin* 
to my foeinory • What was to be done ? 

Courage is no. definite or steadfast 
principle. Let that man who shall 
purpose to assign motives to the actions 
*o^, another blush, at his folly and for- 
bear« Not cnore presumptuous would it 
be' to attempt the classification qf all 
nature^ and the scanning of supreme in- 
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ixMigetiie: I g^ted fbf ft uifnufe ftt 
ihe vriaAovrj aadixednfy 6je«^ftfra 
leeond tiaimtte^ 00 the groutod. I dreir 
forth from tmj pockety «tid dt)eUtid a 
penkdile. This, said I, be mjr ^fii^ftard 
and avenger. The aMailaiit shafl 
'perish, or tnjself shall fall. ^ ^ 

I had locked up the hoiitfeirffffe 
moroiDg, but had the key of the 'Iff* 
chen door in uiy pocket. Ithlereftyfe 
determitied to guin access b^hincl. 
Thither I hastened, otftoetted dlid ettfeis 
ed. All \fi» loBely darkldoie aM 
Mraste. Familiar as I tras with etdry 
part of my dwellitig^ I eftufify found tSy 
way to a closet, drew forth a iAp^i, 
a flint, thider afad^ steel, and iil a iao» 
loent n it were gave myself the gitil- 
dance and protection of light. ' 

What purpose did' I meditate*? 
Should' I explore my way to my ehaM* 
ber, and confi^nt the being who had 
dared to intrude iqto Ait recesi^j and 
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UbMured for eaaoealment: ? Bjr putting 
eot tfae light did he seek to hide hini# 
self^ er mean only ta circnmyent mj 
iQcatttious steps ^ Yet was it not mote 
probable that he desiced mj absence 
by thus encouraging the supposition 
ihai the bouse was uaoccupied ? I 
^ould see 4his man in spite of all inipo- 
diflseots; ere I died I would see his 
fiice, and summon faim to penitence and 
retribution ; no matter at what cost an 
infer view wt|s purchased. Repatation 
and Hie might be w«ested from me b j 
another^ but my« rectitude and honour 
wero ia ny own keepings and were 
safe. 

I proceeded to the foot of the nimn^ 
M such 3r crisis my thoughts may be 
supposed at no liberty to range ; yet 
vague images rushed into my mind> ofthe 
mysterious interposition which had beem 
experienced on the last night. My case 
at present was-not diisimUittr ; and^ if 
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my angel were no* weary of fruitiest 
exertions to save^ might not a new 
warnfing be expected ? Who could say 
whether bis silence were ascribable to 
the absence of danger^ or to his Own 
absence ? 

. la this state of mtnd^ no Wonder that 
a shivering cold crept through my 
veins ; that my paluse was prolonged-; 
aii4 that a fearful glance was throwa 
backward. 

Alas! my. heart droops^ and my 
fingers are enervated ; my ideas are 
vivid, but my language is faiint ; now/ 
know i what it is to entertain incom- 
municable, sentiments. The chain of 
subsequent inicid^nts is drawn through 
my mind, and being linked with those 
whicJi forewent, by turns rouse up 
agonies and sink m^ into hopelessness. * 
r. Yet will r persist to the end. My 
narrative i:nay be invaded by inaccura^ 
cy and confu^ioA ; but if I live no Ion- 
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ger^ I will at least live to complete it. 
What but ambiguities^ abruptnesses^ 
{^nd dark transitions^ can be expected 
from the historian \vho is at the same 
time the sufferer of these disasters P 

I have said that I cast a look behind. 
Soma object vf^as expected to be seen^ 
or why should .1 have gazed in that 
direction ? Two senses were at once* 
assailed. The same piercing exclama- 
tion of T^o/^/ hold! was uttered within 

■v 

the same distance of my ear. This it 
was that I heard. The airy undula- 
tion^ and the shock given to my nerves^ 
were real. Whether the spectacle 
which I beheld existed in my fancy .or 
without might be doubted. 

I had not closed the door of the 
apartment I had just left. The stair* 
case« at the foot of which I stood^ viras 
eight or ten feet from the door^ and at- 
tached to the wall through which the 
door led. My view, therefore, was 



sideloiig^ aii# ^to^k in no p vt tof the 
room. 

.Through this: aperture was a head 
thiwt and dra^o ba^k \rith so much 
swiftness, that the immediatecoiivictieQ 
was that thus mudh of a form^ ordma- 
rily invisible, had heeu unshrouded« 
The face was turned towards^ lae. 
Every muscle was tense ; the forehj^d 
and brows were drawn into vehemei^t 
^esipression ; the lips were stretched as 
in the act of shrieking, and the ejies 
emitted sparks, which, no doubt, if I 
had been unattended by a lights wa>ild 
have iiluminated like the corruscations 
of a meteor. The sound 4nd the yisiion 
were present, and departed t^ether -sA 
the same instant ; but the cry was 
blown into my ear, while tbe face wi^s 
many paces distant. 

Thia face was well suited to a h&pg 
wb9se perfi»f oiancea exceeded tiiestaa* 
dard of hpipanitya and yet j^is feature 
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were akin to those I had'befove «een«. 
The image of Carwin was blended in 'a 
thousand Mrays with ihe streflkm of my 
thoughts. This visage was^ perhaps^ 
pourtrayed by niy fancy. If so, it will 
excite no surprise that some of h& 
linediments were now discovered. Yet 
affinities Y^ere few and nncoospicuous^ 
and wi&re lost amidst the blaze of oppo- 
«ft^ qualities. 

M^ hat conclusion could I form ? Be 
the face hdman or not^ the intimation 
was imparted from above. Experience 
had evinced the benignity of that being 
who gave it. Once be bad interposed 
to shield me from harm^ and subsequeot 
eventa demonstrated the usefulness of 
that interposition. Now was I again 
warned to forbear. I was hurrying to the 
▼erge of the same gulf> and the «ame 
power was exerted to recal my steps. 
Was it possible for me not to obey ? 
Was I capable of boldiitg on in the 
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same perilous career ? Yes. Even of 
this.I was capable ! 

The intimation was imperfect : it 
gave no form to my danger, and pre- 
scribed no limits to my cautions I 
had formerly neglected it, and yet 
escaped. Might I not trust to the 
same issue ? This idea might possess^ 
though imperceptibly, some influence. 
I persisted ; but it was not merely on 
this account. I cannot delineate the 
motives that led me on. I how speak 
as if no remnant of doubt existed in 
my mind as to the supernal origin of 
these sounds : but this is owing to the 
imperfection of my language, fori only 
mean that the belief was more perma- 
nent, \ind visited more frequently nny 
sober tneditations than ' its opposite. 
The immediate effects-^ served only to 
undermine the foundations of my judg- 
ment, and precipitate my resolutions. 

I must either advance or return. I 
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chose tbe former^ and began to ascend 
the stairs. The silence underwent no 
second interruption. My chamber 
door was closed^ but unlocked^ and^' 
aided by vehement efforts of my cou- 
rage^ I opened and looked in. 

No hideous or uncommon object 
was discernible. The danger^ indeed^ 
might easily have lurked out of sights 
have sprung upon me as I entered^ and 
have rent me with his iron talons; but. 
I was blind to this fate^ and advanced^ 
though cautiously^ into the room. 

Still every thing wore its accustom- 
ed aspect. Neither lamp nor candle, 
was to be found, ^ow, for the first 
time^ suspicions were suggested as to 
the nature of (he light which I had 
seen. Was it possible to have beea 
the companion of that supernatural 
visage; a meteorous refulgence pro- 
ducible at the will of him to whom 
that *yisage belonged^ and partaking of 



tbe nMttfie ofvtlial'¥ibieb. Mcmtpmmd 
mj\ fallier''s death ? 

The cfoset was near; and* I ; remeni* 
bared the cocDpfUcated hcMrrora of which 
it had been preductive. Ifeffe, ^KOt- 
.bapfi> was inclosed the seuree.^Qf ai|r 
perily and* the gratifiealion of my* cif-< 
iriosity.. Sbevld I reirture oora more 
t0 explore its reeesses ?, This was b w6r 
solution not easily forised, I wai ma- 
pMMided in thought ; wbeD^ glaaeitig my 
eyo> on atahle^ I perceived aiwritieo 
paper. Carwin's hand waa instaniDy 
recc^tzad^ and «utehtog up. the pit- 
per, I read as foUowa: — 

''There was foUy ii^'^Kpeol^yoiir 
GOimpliaiiee with my iBvitatioui Judge 
how I was disappointed in finding 
anotber in yeur 'place^ I have waitedi» 
but to wait any longer wouM be peril* 
ous. I shall still seek aur iBtervtew^ 
btst it must be at a different time tad 
prlace: meanwhile, I will \mte 
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B&K 'vilbjfwu .bear-nHLiiWi inexpltealile 
will beihis. transjtciioii 1-^Ad event so 
nnespMled^ a j»glit bo hcurribte ! '^ 

Sock was this ahfuptand uosatisfac- 
tiKgr; script. Tbe iok ^as yet moi^t,. 
tbe hand was that of Gar^ki. Hence 
it \Rfta to be ioferred that he had tUs 
mome&t lefkitbeapartaieixt^, or was still 
io it I leoked baek^ on the jsuddea 
espeetatioo of 'seeii^ him behind me. 

What other did he meaA? What 
titii8aeti«».had taken place adverse to 
^7 expeetatioDs? What sight was 
^out to beeibibked? I looked afiound 
me oDce. more^ but saw npthlng which 
iodlcated fliraogeeess. Again I re* 
meogtberfidithe closet^ and was resolved 
ta seek in « that the solution of these 
BijMeries. Here^ perhaps^ was in* 
closed the 8<iene destiAed to awaken 
n^hm'rocs and. baffle my foresight. 

I have akeady said> that the en- 
trance into this closet waa beside my 
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bed J whiehf on twoside^^ mpt clQSiely 
shrouded by curtains. On tfaat.§ide 
nearest the closet the curtiun .vas * 
raised. As I passed along I cast mj 
eye thither. t started^ and looked 
again. I bore a light in my hand, and 
brought it nearer my eyes in order to •- 
dispel any illusive mists that might 
have hovered before them. Onccrmorc 
I fixed my eyes upon the bed^ IB hope 
that this more stedfast scrutiny would 
annihilate the object ^hich before' 

seemed to be there. 

* 

This then >vas the sight that .Car win 
had predicted-! This' m^s the #|Vjeni' 
which my understanding wa&tc^^£nd>> 
inexplicable ! This was the Tata >¥bich 
bad been reserved for me, bni, wbj^bj 
by some untoward chance# • bad be«' 
fallen on another ! t . ■• • 

I had not l}een terrified by Jti^Kfij 
menaces. Violation and death, awaited 
my entrance into this chamber.. JSIoipe ^ 
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inscrutable chance had led her hither 
before 'me, and the merciless fangs of 
which I was designed to be the prey 
bad mistaken their victim, and fixed 
themselves in her heart. But where 
was my safety ? Was the mischief ex- 
baasted or flown? The steps of the 
trisassin had just been here; they could 
not be far off; in a moment be woctld 
rush into my presence, and I should 
periiih under the same polluting and 
suffocating grasp 1 

My frame shook, and my knees were 
unable to support me. I gazed alter- 
nately at the closet door and the door 
of my room. At one of these avenues 
would enter the exterminator of my 
hbnoor and my life. I was prepared 
for defence; but now that danger was 
imminentj my means of defence, and 
my power to use them were gone. I 
was not qualified by education and ex« 
perieace to encounter perils like these: 

VOL. n. m 



ory-.p^^apsij I was.^>owei:]es3 btoaiMe 
I was agaia )|ssaultad bj surp^fi^e^t aii4f 
had not fortified m; nuad by forest^bti 
and pr^vioua reflection against a scene 

like thifi. r . r T 

^^urs for my own safety again yield*- 
ed pla^:t9 reflections oa the scenie^bie^i 
fore me. I fixed my eyes upon heri^ 
couiitenattce. My sister^s trell-kno\Ai 
and beloved features could not be cen- * 
ceal^d jl>y convulsion or Iividncsfr«i 
What direful illusion led tliee bilberd 
Ber^H^Qf ,thee» what bold on bappi^ 
nessi remains to thy offspring and thy 
spoilt? To lose thee by a common . 
fa^. wo;^ld have been sufficiently hard ; 
bu^ thus suddenly to perish — to. bf^; 
come the. prey of this ghastly death! 
Hovy.vv ill a spectacle like this ber^f*^. 
dur«d by Wieland?. To die bewath « 
his grasp ^»puld not satisfy thy enemy* 
Ttiis tvas mercy to the evils ^hicih he 
(previously made thee suffer] A&w - 
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tbisM^^vils death was a boon \Sliich 
thitti be^ooghtest him to grant. He 
entertained no enmity against tbee; I 
was the object of his treason ; but by 
some tremendous mistake his fury was 
misplaced. But how cttniest thou 
hitiierf^' and where was Wieland in thy 
hoar of distress? 

I- approached the' corpse: I lifted 
the still flexible hand> and kissed thef- 
lip% which were br'eathlcss. Her flow-- 
ing drapery was discomposed. I t^- 
slored it to order, and' seating mykelf 
on the bed^ again fixed stedfa^ eyes 
upon her countenance. I cannot dkr* 
tinctiy recollect the ruminations of' 
that inontent. I saw confusedly^ but 
forcibly, that every hope wits extin- 
guished with the life of Catharine. 
All happiness and dignity must hence- 
forth be banished from the house and 
name of Wieland : all that remained 
was to linger out in agonies a short ex- 

N S 
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istence; and leave to the world a bio-* 
nument of blasted hopes aocf change* 
able fortune. Plejel was already lost 
io me; jet^ while Catharine livedo 
life was not a detestable possession ; 

4 

l)ut noWj severed from the companion 
of my infancy, the partaker of alt my 
tJ^oughts^ my cares, and my wishes, I 
was i ike one set afloat upon a stormy 
9^, and hanging his safety upon a 
plank; night was closing upon hiixi, 
and an unexpected surge bad torn him 
from his hold add overwhelmed' him 
forever. 



.» 
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..I HAD no inclination nor power <^ 
4^ove from this spot, . For more than 
raii^our my faculties and limbs seern^a 
to be deprived of. all activity* Tlie 
dojor below creaked on its binges^ 
f^pd steps ascended the stairs. My 
wandering and confused thoughts w^e 
instantly recalled by these rounds, and 
dropping the curtain of the bed^ I^ 
moved to a part of the room wnere any 
one who entered should be visible; 
such. are the vibrations of sentiment, 
that notwithstanding the seeming ful-- 
filment of my fears^ and increase of 
my danger^ I was conscious^ on this 
occasion, to no turbulence but that of 
curiosity. 

At length he entered the apartment, 

h3 
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and I recognized my brother, tt was 
the same Wieland \vhoni I had ever 
«een. Yet his features were pervaded 
bj a new expression. I supposed him 
Unacquainted with the fate of his wife^ 
and his appearance confirmed this per- 
suasion. A brow expanding into exul- 
lation i had hitherto never seen' ito him, 
yet such a brow did he now wear. 
-Not only was he unapprised of the dis- 
aster that had hapjpened, but sortie 
joyous occurrence had betided. What 
ti rfeverse was prepariiig to annihilsrte 
his transitory bliss ! No husband ever 
doated more fondly, for no wife ev^r 
claimed so boundless a devotion. 1 
^a^ not' uncertain as to the effects tb 
flow flrom the^ discovery of her fate/ I 
confided not at all in the efl^orts of his 
reason or his piety. ^ There were few 
Icvils which his modes of thinking 
would not disarm of their stilig; but 
here all opiates to grief and all com- 
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,pellfirs af patience were i?aiu, ; This 
spectacle Avould be unavoidably fol- 
lowed bj the outrages of desperatiop, 
and a rushing to death. 

For the present^ I neglected to ask 
myself wb^t motive brought hiin: hi- 
ther. I was only fearful of the effects 
to flow from the sight of the deiad. 
Yet. could it be long concealed from 
lUm? Some time^ and speedily> he 
would obtain this knowledge. No 
stratagems could considerably or use- 
fully prolong his ignorance. AU that 
could be sought was to take away the 
abruptness of the change^ and shut oqt 
the confusion of despair^ and \he in- 
roads of madness ; but I knew my briH 
jther, and knew that-all e»;ertion* .(o 
console him would be fruitless. •].■:- 
What could I say ? I was mute, and 
poured forth those tears on his account 
which mj own unhappiness had been 
unable to extort. In the midjU of 4iit 

11 4 
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tears J w^as not iiqobser%»^ of hiyu^j^. 
lions, Tr^^se were .^f a^iaUire tp roi^^f^ 
some pther seuttipent than gri^?f, or, ali 
least/'to mix \yithita portioi| of as* , 
lonishrhent. . . , 

His countenance .suddenly be^j^ijjf [ 
troubled. . His hands w^re cla^ped.^ 
wifb a force thi^t left the print of \x\%.i 
naifs iri his flesh. His e^es wert? fijKe4 
on my feet. Hi$ brajn seemed to swell . 
beyond its continent. He did not cease . 
to breathe, but his breath was stifled 

y , , , . ■< 

with groans. I had nev^r witnessed, ^ 
the hurri(;ane of human piMi»ip»#« 1V{jf,^ 
element had^ till lately^ been all luOr. .. 
shine and calm. I was uDCPOversiysl . 
with the altitudes and energies of teotl* , 
menf . and was transfixed with mezolt* . 
Cable horror by the symptoms which I u 
now beheld. . .^ 

• « • . . • .A 

After a silence and a conflict whiqh . 
I eould not interpret, he lifted his eyes 

to heaven, and in broken accents, ex: . « 

■ . . • , , ,' ./ J , . . f » 
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claimed^ ''This U too much! Any, 
Tictim but this, and thy will be done.^ 
Hav^ I not sufficiently attested my 
faith and my obedience ? $he that is 
gone, they that have perished, wef« 
linked v^itb nny soul by ties which only 
thy command would have broken; but 
here is sanctity and excellence surpass- 
ing human. This workmanship 19 
thine, and it cannot be thy will to heap 
it into ruins.'* 

Here suddenly unclasping his hands^ 
he struck one of them against his fore- 
head, and continued — "Wretch! who 

» 

made thee quicksighted in thecouficils 
of thy Maker ? PeKverance from 
mortal fetters i^ awarded to thi^ beings 
and thou art the minister of this, 
decree/* 

So saying, Wieland advanced to* 
wards me. His words and his motions 
were without meaning, except on one • 
•uppiositiob. The death of Catharine 

n5 
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was already known to him, and that 
knowledgp^ as might have been sus- 
pected, had destroyed his reason. I 
had feared nothing less; but now that 
1 beheld the extinction of a mind the 
ijfibst luminous and penetrating that 
ever dignified the bunian form, my 
sensations were fraught with nrew and 
insupportable anguish. 

I had not time to reflect in what wav 
)fny ' own safety would be effected by 

this ^revolution, or what I had to dread 

" ' ' ' ' ' . . • 

from the wild conceptions of a mad* 
man. He advanced towards me. Sbine 
hpllaw noises were, 'wafted by the 
breeze. Confuted clamours were siic- 
ceeded by many feet traversing the 
grass, and then crowding into the 
piazza. 

Thfise . sounds' suspended my 'bt6- 
Uier's purposi^, and he stood to listeo. 
The signals multiplie4 and gr^w 
louder ; pereciYiDg ' ibis, lie tUFliiied 
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ffqm me^ and hurried out of my sight. 
All about me was pregnant with mo- 
tives to astonishment. My sister's 
corpse, Wieland*s frantic demeanour, 
and* at length, this crowd of visitants^ 
^o little accorded wkh my foresight, 
that my mental progress w,as stopped* 
.The impulse had ceased which was 
accustomed to give motion and order 
to my thoughts* 

Footsteps thronged upon the stairs, 
and presently many faces shewed 
themselves within the door of my 
apartment. Their looks were, full of 
alarin and watchfulness. They pryed 
into corners as if in search of some fti- 
gitive; next their gaze was fixed 
upon me^ and betokened all the vehe- 
mence of terror and pity. For a time 
I questioned whether ^ these were not 
shpnes ^nd face^ like that which I had 
seen at the bottpm ,of the stairs, crea* 
tures.of my fancy or airy existences. . 



My eje w^deroA fpani (me td ta^r 
otber^ till at length- U lell '^n a conn-* ^ 
tcnauM which I vt^W jfepe^. B ^viaft 
that of Mr. Halk^. TbU man was a^ 
di&tant kiqfman of my motWr) vew. 
nerahle fof bis age^ his uprighlneis^ 
aijd saga^it jr« He bad long diachergi^ 
the functiona of a magistrate and good 
citizen*. If any tensors remaioedj hi».' 
presence was sufficient to disqeiel thete. 
, He approached^ took my band witb 
a , compassionate air» and said in a low . 
voice^ /'Wfaere^ my dear Glara^ are / 
your brother and sister?" I made na^ 
aQswer, but pointed. to. th« bed. Hia^ - 
attendants drew aside the eortain^ aad 
wbile^ their eyes glared with horror at 
the spectacle whieh fbey beheld, 4boM : 
of Mr. Hallet oterflowed with teaet. 

After considerabU : pau8e> he once • 
more turned to me : yMj dear girl^ 
this sight is not fSar you. Can y0U* 
confide in a^y cafe aii4 tbat of Mm* 
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Baynto&^A^ We wilt see^Tdttned all 
that ctrmimftAticea rt^niti.-* ' ' 

.1 made »tr6iii|<H]9 loj^^sitfofi to Wiii 
.request, i ifisi9ted en ' rfetnaitfing ti^ar ' 
ber till ibe was intetted/ HSsfr<imaa- 
straaoetr^ hovfe^tr, and my amn feel* ^ 
li^g^ ^atiewed me i/ke propriety 'tffik^ 
temporary d^r^tietimi.^ Loviida iH664^ 
in de^d ef a'conlfdfMV', >iid ' mj brc^- 
thet^B chtWreo ^ a duipse.' My un-: 
bappy bfotlier was'btnifsdlf an object 
of ^^soliei tilde and -care. At length/ 1' 
coMented'to feltfiquii^b the torpse^ and' 
gofto my bro<ber% whose bolite/1 
said^ would Med a irii stress/ ^nd biir 
cbiidreii a pareai 

Dofiag tbil^ dtsi^ouf^te^ my telierlkible 
fraeod^truggkki ^wjlh bis teai^, but-^y 
last iatfmatf <m «aned ibi^ forth With 
freiAi'fiotence; "Meanwhile, bis att^nt- 
daats: stood ronnd in inoufnful'^lence^ 
gaowg oa^me and at eadh other. I 
refiieMd\m^ i^Muikf»i > and rose i(^ 
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eie€utjp it ; but be too]k ray hand U> 
detain me. His counteoance betrajed 
irresolutioD .and reluctance. L re« 
quested bim to state tfae reason of hja 
oppositioD to tbis measure* I entreat-r 
efl.him to be explicit. I told bim4bA)t 
m J brother had just been there^ aod 
tfiat I kpew bis condition. Tiiis mi^y 
fortune' bad driven bim to madness* 
and bis offspring must not want a pi;o- 
t^ctojr^ If he cbose^ I would resj^ 
Wieland to bis care; but bis innocent 
luid helpless babes stood in instant 
need of nurse and naother^ and these 
offices I would hy no means allow aq* 
oth^r to perform while I had life. 
. E^erjr word that I utter^ seemed t(y 
^i^gment bis perplexity and distne^. 
At last he said^ '^l thinks Clara^ I 
]iajf(6 eo|.itled myself to some r^ard 
from you. You haye professed your 
lifillio^ifess to obliige m^. Now I call 
^ypa you to coniQer upon, me the high- 



est abligatioii in your power. Permit 
Mrs. Baynton to have the raanige- 
meqtof your brother's jboose for two 
or three days; then it shall be your^s 
to act in it as you please. No matter 
what are my motives in mafcin^- this 
request: perhaps I think your a^e> 
your sex; or the distress which tfai^ 
disaster must occasion^ incapacitates 
you for the office. Surely you cah 
baVe no doubt of Mrs. Bayntou's teii'^ 
dertiess or discretion/* • 

New ideas ttow rushed into my 
mind. I fixed my eyes stedfasitly oh 
Mr. Hallet. ''Are they well?'* said 
L ''Is Louisa well?" Are Benjft^ 
min, arid William^ and Coi&taotine> 
and little Clara, are they safe ? TcB 
me truly, I beseech you !" 

"*^Thcy are well/' be replied; '^ikey 
are perfectly safe.** 

' '* Fear no effeminate weakaess ih 
me: lean bear to bear the tmlb. 
Tell me truly, are they well?'* 



He Again awoiied me tlkat they Werer 
wdl. "■-''''- 

'' What then," resumed I, '' do yd* 
fear } I9 it pofisibie fbr aoy calatiiity 
to disqualify roe for perfonnin^ my 
duly ta tiieite helpless innocents ^ I im 
willing to dWide the care of them with< 
Mrs. Baynton; I shall be grateful for 
her sympathy and aid; but what 
abould I be to desert them a< an* hour 
like this r' 

I will cut short this distressful dta^ 
logue. I still persisted in my purpose^ 
and be still persisted in his opposition. 
This excited my suspicions anew ; bot 
these were removed by solemn decla-^ 
rations of their' safety, i could not ex^ 
plain thii^ oondnct in my friend ; butM^' 
length consented to go to the city^ pro^ 
Tided I should see thmn for a few mi-» 
nutes at present^ and should return on 
the morrow^ 

Bran this arrangement waa otjjected^ 
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removed to the citj. Why were they 
re||i(Ovedi> I isked, and whither ?^ My 
im{>ort unities would oot nom be elud* 
edt^,. My Ma^eioDB weie roused^ and 
no rfgraision or actii£c» was ^ufteiefit t# 
all#|rj^epi. Many of the audknte ;be* 
gan to^ive vent to their emoiiiom iii^''' 
tew#« s Mr» Hallet himself soMied at 
if ih^r c^iiftiet vrere to0 hacd to W - 
longer suitained. Something whisper^ i 
edt^ niythcAri t^t ba^oek had been 
wiier tbao 1 MW i»itoessed« I sun^ 
pdctixl this eandealment to apkie firolif • 
i^^peheMiMt, of Iha alboti iviMi a 
knoirledge of Iha tratk would ptodiiqar ^^ 
io m#* I iaH»6,BioromiireatodrIii»to ') 
infoifii jpe Iralf of tiioir itelo^ "So \ 
enforoo. myi eatttatses; I pu* on ao iil, ' >t 
of ii^n^hilUy« / '^i dao guesa/^ ^2d ^^ 
1, 'f wh9t ^aa. happanod--Tli^ are jqm 
deed beyond the reach of inji^i • te 
tbey^^i^ga ; d^ad^l/ Is;jit>i|<^.8o8?*: IfcjE 
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Toice faltered in spite of my courage^ 
ous efforts. 

/VYes/' 9aid he, /'thejr are dead! 
-Dead by the same fate, aod by the 
same hand^ with tbeir mother \" 

''Dead!'' replied 1; '' wttat all?*' 

*'A11!" replied h^; ''he spared 
not one ! " 

Allow me^ my friends^ to close my 
eyes upon the after* scene. Wbj 
should I protract a tale which I aK 
ready begin to feel is too long ? O v» 
this scene at least let me pass lightly. 
Here^ indeed^ my narrative w'o aid be 
imperfect. All was tempestuous eojoi*- 
motion in my heart and in my brain, 
I have no memory far aught but nn*- 
conscioltts transitions andiruefnl sights* 
i'Was ingenious and indefatigable' in 
the invention of torments. I would 
not dispense with any spectacle adapted 
Uk exasperate my grief. Each ^ale 
and mangled form I crushed to. my 
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bosom. Louifia^ whom I loved with 
so inefiable a passion^ was denied to 
me at firsts but my obstinacy conquer* 
ed their reluctance. 

They led the way into a darkened 
hall. A lamp pendent from the ceil- 
ing was uDcoveredj and they pointed 
to a table. The assassin had defraud- 
ed me of my last and miserable conso^ 
lation. 1 sought not in her visage for 
the tinge of the morning and the lustre 
of heaven. These had vanished vritk 
life ; but I hoped for liberty to print 
a last kiss upon her lips. This was 
4dDted me; for such bad been the 
merciless blow that destroyed her^ that 
not a lineament rtmalned ! 
J.I was carried hence to the city^ 
Mrs. Hallet was my Companion- and 
my nurse. Why should I dwell upon 
the rage of fever^ and the effusions of 
delirium f Carwin was the phantom 
that pursued my dreams^ the giant 
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oppressor under whose arm I was f(»^r« 
ever on the poii^t of being crtrshed. 
Strenuous n^uscles were required to 
hinder my flighty and hearts of steel 
to withstand the eloquence of my 
fears: ' In viiin 1 called upon them to 
look upward, to mark hh splifktnig 
i^age and scowling contempt. Afl'^ 
sought was to fly from the stroke th'a^ 
was lifted. Then I heaped upon my 
guards the most vehement reproaches^ 
or betook myself to Waitings on the 
liaptestness of my condition. ' ^ 

This maltfdy at length deeliciedl^ 
ud my weeping friends began to h&k 
t»my restoration. iSlowly, and With 
. Intermitted beamSj memory r^vft!^ 
ma. The scenes that I tad w^ifiiesslld 
Wi^re revived^ became the them^ of de- 
liberation and dediiction^ and ckllttd 
forth the effusions of more rational 
sorrow. 
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CHAP. IX. 
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I ,HAD imperfectly recovered my 
strength, when I was informed of the 
arrival of ray mother's brother, Tho- 
mas Cambridge. Ten j^ears since he 
went to Europe, and was a surgeon in 
tlje British forces in Germany du- 
ri|]g the whole of the late warr. After 
its conclusion, some cprmection that he 
had formed with an Irish officer made 
him retire into Ireland. Intercourse 
had been punctually maintained by 
letters with his si«ter*s children, and 
kj^f.e% were given tlnat he wou^ld short* 
ly return to his native countryi ai^d 
pas» his old age iq our ioeiety« He 
ii^as now in an evil hour arrived, 

I desired an interview with him for 
numerous and urgent reasoM. With 
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the first returns of mj understanding 
I had EYixiously sought infqrrnatioct 
of the fate of my brother. Duriug 
the course of my disease I had never 
seen him ; atid vague and unsatisfac- 
tory answers were returned to all my 
inquiries. I had vehemently interro« 
gated Mrs. HaHet and her husband;, 
and solicited an interview with that 
unfortunate man; but they mysterious-^ 
ly insinuated that his reason was stiH 
unsettled^ and that his circum^tianCei^ 
rendered an intierview ' impossible* 
Their reserve on the'particulars of ihiSr 
destruction^ and the author of it^ was ' 
eqnally invincible. ^ - 

For sometime, finding all my efforts * 
fruitless, I had desisted from direct in-^' 
quiries and solicitations, determined^ 
as soon as my strength was sufficiently ' 
renewed, to pursue other means of 
dispelling my uncertainty. In this • 
^tate of things my uncle's arrival and 
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intention to tUit me were annoaoeed.. 
I almost shuddered to behold the face 
of thi9 nian. When I reflected on the 
disaaters that had befaUen us, I was 
half unwilling to wiinefls that dejection 
and grief which would be disclosed in . 
his countenance. But I belteyed that 
all transactions had been, thoroiigbtj 
disclosed to him^ and coofidod in mj? 
opportunity to extort from him the 
knowledge that I sought. 

I had no doubt as to the person of 
our enetny; but the motives that urged 
him to perpetrate these horrors^ the 
means that he used^ and his present 
condition, were totally unknown. It 
wa^ reasonable to eipect some in** 
formation on this head from my uncle. 
I therefore waited his coming with, 
impatience. -At lengthy inthedoskof 
the evening, and in ndy solitary cham- 
ber this meeting took place. 

Tt4s ipan j^m mx nearest relation^ 
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and had ever treated us witli tba affec« 
tion of a parentj Our meetiogj tfaer<i- 
fbre, could not be without overflowitig 
tenderness and glooicny joy. He rather 
encouraged than restrained the tears 
that I poure4 out in his arnis^ and took 
upon himself th« task of comforter. 
Allusions to recent disasti^rs could not 
be long omitted. One to»pic facilitat- 
ed the admission of another. At 
length I mentioned and deplored the 
ignorance in which I had been kept 
respeotiag my brother's destiny^ and 
the circumstances of our misfortunes. 
I entreated Iiim to tell me what was 
Wieland's condition^ and what progress 
bad been mada in detecting or punish* 
ing tlie audior of tfaia unheard-of 
devastation* 

^' l%e author t^ said he; ^' Do you 
know tb« au Aor ?'' 

'' Alas !'' I ttifwered, '' I am too 
w«li M^uiMlAd ifTitfr hiki* The alar/ 
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of the graujids of my suspiciom would 
be paipful ai^d too loog. I am not 
apprised of the e^tdpt of your pre eat 
knowledge* There are none, but 
Wieland, Pleyel, and mj^f^ who are 
ahle to relate certain facts/' 

/' Spare yourself the pain/' ftasd he. 
/^ All that Wieland and Pleyel can 
commuiiicate I know already. If any 
thing of moment has fallen within your 
own exclqsive knowledge^ and the re* 
lation be not too arduous for your 
present strengths I .confess I am de- 
sirous of hearing it. Perhaps you 
allude to one by the name of Garwia. 
I will anticipate your. curiosity by say^ 
ing^ that since these disasters no one 
liqs seen or heard of him. His agency^ 
therefore, is a mystery still unaolved." 

I readily complied with his request, 
and related as distinctly as I could^ 
though in geaerfl terms^ the events 
transacted in the summer-house and in 

TOL. lU I 
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l^arelit Mrpraa > to tbe^tsAe of PU^'s 
€rr(mr Md^ siMpkM08> and in^itfti ^ Mlg- 
iMfttei^ridiMiesi to my nairpaiWeffef 
tbe mirnki^ 4iod ineiKpltaable vtsiMj 
aod the letter foutid 1:^011 tie rtob)<^. 
i wilted For hts icommeiits* 

''Yottgattier from this/' wid- lie, 
^^that Car win is the suthor 4if- aM this 
tiiaerf/^ 

" Is it not/' aoswered I, V «» hb- 
wmiMble iaference ? Bot what faiew 
J041 respectiDg it ? Was it posfltble to 
execute this mischief without witness 
or 4:Qadj uior ? I beseech yoil to^reiate 
to me when and why Mr. BalkA was 
summoned to the scenCj and b^ whom 
Miis disaster was first suspected ^ dis- 
covered. 6urely« suspicHm muM hsTe 
Jatlen upon aome one^ aad {Pursuit was 
made^" 

My uncle rose ffom his seat^ ^n^ 
traversed the floor with hatil^ ystep^- 



JiU^^s W€ce $xe4 ttfon ^tiie groimdi 

^ tai4 be. seemed buried ixx- pttfiwuty, 

^t length he pMsed^ and sfttd wtih-Aii 

' ^Mipliatie ione^ '^ It utUu^; tiai^mstta- 

mtat is known rf Garwift mmj bme 

fiUtt^^ b^ the emebtioo was 

another's. Tkot other ia faiiod^ ^d 

. 3&i8-deed 13 ae^et tained. 

^'Oood heaven!'' I exclaimed^ 
'^ what say you ! Was not Carwio the 
aesii^stn? Could any hand but his 
have carried into act this dreadful 
purpose?" 
/' '^-Have I not said/* returned he, 

« 

^ that the performance was another's ? 
CarwiOj perfaa]9S> or lieavenj •r insa- 
liity^ pronipied the murderer; butXar- 
win is 4iDknown. The aetfial per- 
€drmer his long siace been called to 
judgment and c^nvicteil, and is at tibis 
moment at the bottom of a diiogeon 
ioaded with chains.'* 

I lifted iny handa Md eyes. '' Who 
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then is this assassin? . Bj wbat ineaos^ 
and whither was he traced ? What is 
the testimony of bis guilt ? '" 

** His own corroborated with that of 
a servaat-maid^ who spied the murder 
of the children from a closet where $be 
was i concealed. The magistrate re- 
turned from jour dwelling. to jrour 
b^rother's. He was eniplojed in heai[.- 
ing and recording the testimony of the 
^Honly witness^ when the criminal bim?' 
self^ unexpected^ unsolicited^ unsought^ 
entered the hall^ acknowledged his 
guilt, and rendered himself up to 

*' He has since been* summoned to 
the bar. The audieoce was composed 
of thousands^ whom rumours of 4his 
wonderful e?eot had attracted froni.the 
greatest distance. . A long and impar- 
tial biLamination was made« and ibe 
prisoner was. called upon for bis de* 
fence. In compliance with ibis irall i^ 
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delivered an ample relation of his 
tnotives and actions/' 'Inhere lie 

- . * r 

stopped. f 

I besought him io say who this cri- 
minat was, and what the instigations 
that' compelled him. My uncle wa3 
0ilent> 1^ urged this inquiry with new 
force, I reverted to my own know- 
ledge, and sought in this some basis to 
conjecture. I fan over the scanty cata- 
logue of the men whom I knew; I 
lighted on no one who was qualified 
'for ministering to malice like thia. 
Again I resorted to importunity. 7 1 ad 
I ever seen the criminal ? Was k 
tibcer ci'uelty or diabolical revenge 
tbat^produced this overthrow ? 

He surveyed me for a considerable 
time^ and listened to my interrogations 
in silence. At length he spoke: 
/* CIara> I have known thee by report^ 
and' in some degree by observation. 
Thou art a being of no vulgar sort. 

i3 
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Tbj friends have hitherto treated ttied 
m9 a child. I'bev meadt vfeW, but 
•perhaps they were unacquainted ^ith 
thy strength. I assure nayself that 
Dothing will surpass thy fortitude. 

''Thou art anxious to know fbe 
destroyer of thy family^ his actions^ and 
bM aiotives. Shall I call him to tbj 
presence^ aod pertnit bim io cdnfets 
before thee? Shall ) make hhn the 
'Tiarrator of his own tale ?*' 

I started oi» my fett^ aiid Imkerf 
found ma with fearful glaoc«^;'a8' if 
the niurderer was e)os^' al hand. 
•^ What do you mean?"^ said If ''put 
ao end, I beseecli you^^ t6 this sus- 
pense.*' 

** Be not alarmed ; you will never 
Bjiore behold the face of thi» criminal, 
unlesA^ he be gifted with s-apematural 
strength, and 9Cfver tike threads the 
constraint of links and boltd. I have 
said that the assassin was arraigiied at 



the bar. and the trial ended with a 
summons from the judge to confess or 
to. vindicate bis actions. A reply was 
ijB|iaie4Jate]y loade %vith significance pf 
gesturie^ and a tv^nquil m^jesty^ which 
4<(iaot^ les^ of }iuamnitj than godhead. 
ffifd^^H, ^dyoca^ea^ ^Qd.attditoif&-;wer9 
panic st.i^iH^k 9.04 breathless with atl^- 
|ioa« On» o£ ;the hearers faithfully 
recorded tbe speficK There it is^'^ 
coBik&ued he^ .puHi^ a roll of papers 
iq my haiHti /' you may r«^d it at yoar 
.leisttce,'' 

WUb tb^9 words my uncle left ijde. 
ilVfy cariosity refused me a mo.nf\.eQt'8 
delay., I opened the pajpecs, and read 
as follows. 
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CHAI'. X. 

^^T^KODOBE WiBLAND^ the prison^ 
ei* «i |l|» har^ was ngw called upw for 
]bi9 . defence. He looked ai^ound bii^ 
lolS'soma time Jin silence^ and with a 
i^}M ^ountraance*^ At lepgth ^$ spoka: 

'^ It uatram^e; I am known to i^y 
judges and mjr auditors^ Who is th^ 
pi^esent a stranger to the cbararcter of 
Wieland ? who knows him not as ' a 
JliisbaQd — ae; a falber-r as a f riei}^,? j^t 
j^ere am I airraigned as a criminat I 
Jam ch^ijged with 4taboUcal maliigeiy^ I 
0m accused of thje murder of my w|^ 
and. Biy 'Children ! ,?. 

'' It is true, they were Alain ,bj me.; 
ibey. «U perished by my h^id. The 
task of vindication is igaoble* ,.Wh|^t 
i& it. that i am called to viQdic.a,te ? ^p4 
before whom ? ... . j ^.^ 

*' You kxM>w thai they i^e d^ad^.apd 
that they were killed by me. What 
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more would you have ? Would you 
extort from me a st^teoiecit of my mo- 
tives ? HaVe jou failed to discover 
them already ? You cfaajf e me with 
malice ; but your eyes aro m^ aflifut*; 
*yoaf reason is still vigorous; yd^ 
^memiirjr has n6t^,Tor8aken yon. ^^^!^U 
know whom^ it is that yon thus^ ehiirrg9» 
'The habits of his life are know^ to you ; 
the treatment' of his Vrife and 
his offspring are known to y<Ar; 
Hhe soundness of his integrity^ iLtid the 
ttbchangeableness of his princ)pl^», are 
familiar io your ftppr^hensiotii-'yi^ 
you f^rsist in this charge ! J^M^Iead 
tue hither nianackd as^ a felon;- yoa 
deem me worthy of a vile an4t(»r«ib0ti** 
^ing death ! . .. , ; J 

*' Who are they whom I have dtto^- 
ted to death > '■ My wHe-^the Uttife 
ones, that drciv their beingf from m^-*- 
ihat creature who^ as 'she surpas^d 
them "in excdleoce, claimed a Iar::er 
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«#bo(iliA tbftn* tftfMe ^fcom nataral Mfr- 
tiities 'I^Mfid to my ieart. l%irik' y^ 
ttiAl miiite toM 'bftve nrgednl^'to 
thh d^ed ? 'Hide y6ur audaeidtis 
fronts from the acrutiny of IreaVett. 
Take refuge in some ca^ern^ uttVisited 
iMf buman ejes. Ye may d^I^f^ 
yonr "^ickediieM or folly, btW ye ctotidt 
^ectf^ate it. * ' 

<^^ Tiiiok not that I speak for yMir 
kikes. Hug to youv hearts this detest- 
^1e kifatuation. Deem me ^trlt' a 
murderer, and drag'tne to utitftoely 
'defalk. I make not an effort to dispel 
yoAir illusion: I utter not a W6rff 'tb 
%^ure ydo Of yotir sangtiinai*y IMHy : b^t 
ihereare probably some in thh assembly 
who have come from far: *for theit 
Mkes^ whose distance has disabled them 
from knowing me, 1 vviU tell Wbiit I 
have done, and why. 

^' It is needless to say that God Wiht 
4»bject of my supreme pas^on. - I haVe 



e^iii^ed in his ^ r^t^n^i^ ft^iiigjl^. md 
^prighthewt. I hav^rtluf &Mi . fQC the 
J^Hfimtedge of his vtUh j I Wy^ bwot 
^itfa afdour. to f^pf^rore my i^ith ,wA 
mjoheditnce, 

;. '' TSUy days have be^nspeat iasearch- 
^ogfor the f^velatton of thii't yfi\l ;-• but 
pajr days have bieen mouiTE^fulj.begfiu^ 
my search failed. I solicited di^ectioa. 
I tiiraed 00 every aide whore gUtninerr 
ings of light could \}e di^e^ver^d* I 
liaveaotbee» wholly uninfarHdcd ; but 
ray knowledge has alway^^atopped short 
pf certainty. Dissatisfa.ct^^Q has, ijasi- 
Auated itself into ajil ipy tfaougjii^si. 
My purposes have been pure; ,tay 
Mtishes indefatigable ; bqt i!i9t till lat^f 
ly «^i;e theso purposes^ thorc^ghlyjic;;- 
compUshecl> and tlue^ vvisbes^ f^Uy gitj^^ 

'' I thank thee, ;?py father, fqr^thjf 
bounty ; that thoii .didst fiot a^k^ ksa 
Mcriftce ^^ithis.; tfe^t.th9rt b1»P«4j* 



me iiir IT condttiob^o testify my ftttbaisr! 
sion to tby^\y:iH ! Wbat buve I . wtth^ 
htlA wbieb^t.waa thy^pleaiure to esad?'^ 
Nowmay I, with daii4itlesftander€Ct<e5ie» 
dlaim my reward, since I have givei^ 
thee the treasure of my sotii« 
- '^L wasal^my own bense t it was 
/ late in the ev^iBg ! my strtec bad* gone 
to ihe-eityy but firoposed to Ntum. It 
was m ezpeetatioii of ber* return 
tbUiiy wife and I delayed goihg lo 
bed b^yoad ibe visual hour ; the lestof 
tbe family^ bpweter^ wejce retired. * 

^' My tuiBd was coatemplativeraadt 
calm,}' not wholly devoid of appte)|en*9.i 
sian on acoouot of my sister's safety. 
Recent events^ not easily expUiaedr 
ha^. suggested the eixisteneaof.'pome 
4aoger.; but this danger was- without' 
a di^inct form in. our iipaginatiooa^jaod. 
S|(rdFcety..rufl^oMrtrau^uHliiy. > . .. 
."Time passed^ aad my.sisber.did)nQt 
ar,ri\^; ber bouse is at fiakae dktoocai 



from mtncfj ftfid' tiia^gh . hAr ar»a(og&« 
ments hid been tnmde with 'd( view to re<- 
sidiag with OS, it wad pbsftik^tft tbat> 
through forgetftilMss, or td^oeeur- 
renc&of Unforeseen emerg^Mtes^ fiiiehad 
returaed taher own d^vrelliiig^ 
J **' Hence it was coirceited'proper that 
I'8h^uid^a!dc6rtaiti the tMxtb by goiog 
UJither; I went. On tty way, my* 
mitid was full of those ideas wfaiefa re4a^ 
ted to tn J intellectual condition. In th^ 
torr^t of fervid conceptiotm I lost 
sight of my purpose. Sometimes I 
stood still ; sometimes I wandered from 
m^fpath^ and experienced some difficult 
tyiort recovering from my fitof musingv 
to f«ga4n it. 

*' The series of my thoughts is easily 
traced* At. first4every vein beat wit^ 
raptures known only to the man whose 
parental and conjugal love is without 
limits, and the- enp of whose desires, 
iaitmenso arsitis^ oversows witl; grati-' 
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ficttion. .1 know nolwfaj eiiH>iioff«» 
that were perpetual yisitaota $haMl4 
Qowb&ye recurred with uuuau^l euec^^ 
The transition was not new from sen^. 
sations of joy^ to a consciousoesa of 
gratitude. The author of mj heiii|f 
was likewise the dispenser of every ^ft. 
with which that being was embellished. 
The serrice to which a benefactor Mk.^ 
this was entitled could not be circuna- 
scribed. Mjr social sentiments were 
indebted to their alliance with derettoa 
for all their value. All passions are 
base^ all joys feeble^ all energies malign 
nant^ which are not drawn from: thia 
fource. 

'* For a time my contemplations soar-* 
ed above earth and its inhabitants. I 

« 

stretched forth my hands; I lifted my 
eyes and exclaimed^ O ! that I might 
be admitted to thy presence;, that 
mine were the supreme delight of koow* 
iog thy will> and of performing itl 



Tlie blissful privilege of direct Com- 
munication with tbee^ and of listening 
to the audible enunciation of thy 
pleasure J 

''^ Wbtft task would I not lihderfkke, 
wtet ptiiratiort would I not cbeerfuily 
«ndbre, to testify iny love of the6 ? 
A!4s! tbou hidest thy self from iby view : 
glimpses only of thy excellence and 
beauty ate afforded me. Wotild that 
a momentary emanation from thy glory 
would visit me I that some unannbigu- 
ous token of thy presence would salute 
my senses I 

** In this mood, I entered the house 6t 
my sister. It was vacant. Scarcely 
had 1 regained recollection of the pur- 
j^ose that brought ine hither* 
ThoCights of a different tendency had 
such absolute possession of my mind^ 
that the relations of time and space 
were almost obliterated from ray under- 
standing. These wattdierings, however. 
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were restrained^ and I ascended to her 
chamber. " 

'' I bad tio lights and migbt hdve 
known by external observation that tbe 
house lYas without any inhabitant. 
With this; however, I wad not^ satis- 
fied . I entered the room^ and the' 6a* 
ject of my search not appearing^ I pre- 
pared to return. 

^ The darkness required sonic cau- 
tion in descending the stairs. I stretcbi^ 
ed my hand to seize the balustrddej^ijjf 
which 1 might regutete my steps. , How 
shall i describe the lustre which at 
that n[ioment burst upon my vision ! 

'' I was dazzled. My organs were be- 
reaved of their activity. My eye^liils 
were half closed^ and tny hands with- 
drawn from the balustrade. A name- 
less fear chilled my veins^ and I stood 
motionless. This irradiation did not 
retire or lessen. It seemed as if some 
powerful effulgence covered nie like' a 
mantle. 
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^ V I ppeoed my eyes, and fpuad a|l 
about me luminous and glowing. U 
was^^he element of . h^ayeii tihat flowed 
around. Nothing but a fiery strean^ 
va;. fit fir$t visibly ; but^. anpn^ a shrilji 
yoice from behind calle4: uppn xoft ^^ 
Btitend. ... 
" I turned. It is forbidden to 4^» 

* - • ' # 

scribe what I saw. Word^^ indeed^ 
would be wanting to the task, . The 
lineaments of that beings whose vei) 
y^as qow liftedj and whose visage 
beamed upon my sights no hu^s ,of 
pencil or of language can pourtray. . 

'^ As it spoke the accents thrilled $9 
my heart. ' Thy prayers are heard. 
Jin proof of thy faith, render me thy 
wife^ This is the victim I cbus^. Call 
her hither, and here let her fall/ — The 
soundj and visage, and light vanished 
at oflcie. 

'' What demandr was this ? The 
j^lppd of Catjt\arinq^ wa^s. to, be shed I 
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iiMMk i btfd Mtie to eofiiDnmicafe. 
For a time; i wm WeathUss ^itb mf 
iptded. Tliis^ and the tremors that 
«li;Mfk fify ffaiw, t/md Ihe wildnes»of 
liiy (^ok»^ alartfiied ^h^r. Bhe iitiiiii^ 
4iUI^ 8U8|ft««ted Mine disaiter' t# <hky^ 
fk^ptntd t9 ber frfwd>;and h^to^ira 
speech wa» ais Riu4k oteipowcred^hjr 
«imi4^btt a« itifn0« ' ^ ^ 

^^ ' ^' She was ftlent^ bol herleflfcstntf- 
«iifeBt«df her impaikfiiee ta hear whAl I 
'kad to icefflmoiiieate^. i s^ke^ but 
•^tth 90 miich precifHtaCton as $tm^y 
'tb be uifdefstood^ catching her lit - tibe 
same time bj the ariii<» ao^ fntiMy 

pulling her from her seafC.' 
. > ^' Gome aliHig with me : 6y :'; watte 
^tt«t a oEM^meiit : time will be Iwt, aod 
tlie deed wilt be omitted. Tairrj oat ; 

questioD not ; but &y with me ! 
^^ Thia' d^p^tawnt added a(Vesh to 

haf alaimt* Her efea ptirsued mifie^ 

ifod she slitd^ 'What 19 the matter? 
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For God^s sake wfaai is the mittter ? 
VThc^ ^ould 70a have me go ?* 

'' My eyes >Vere fixed upon her 
eodntebance while j»he spoke. I thought 
upon her virtues ; I Tiewed her as tb^ 
niother of my habes ; as my wife : I 
i^iftlled the purpose for which I'^ui 
urged her attendance. My heart fal« 
tered> and t saw that I must rouse to 
IbiS' work all my faculties. The 
doDger of Ihe least delay was immioedt* 

'* I looked away from her^ and again 
exerting my force/ drew her tovmhti 
(be door — ' You must go with me^ 
indeed you must/ 

'^ In her fright she half relisted my 
effiirts^* and again exclaimed^ '(jrodd 
heaven I what is it you mean ? Whdr^ 
go? What has happened? Have 
you found Clara ?' . . 

^[ Follow me/ and you will see/ I 
answered^ still urging her relactastt 
steps forward. .... 
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" . WJhat phrentj. has» .^eize^ jou i 
Something must ue^i» have b^ppfeoe^i 
Is she sick ? Have you fanocl ber ? ' 
. ''Come and see. Follow me^ and 

k»6w for yourself/* 

»- ■«* . ^ 

y '^Still she ejipostulate/d;. ^nd hfi^^ 
^9ugl|t roe to expl^u ihis^mysteinipw 
beHayiour. I could not trust niysc^ 
tp^ answer, hereto loojc at her; h^ 
l^ijasping her arm^ I drew her aftet 
npe* She hesitated^ rather tbrougli 
confusion of mind than frpm unwil- 
l^[ign€sa to accompany me. /Thia coii«) 
f Mjdoa . gradually abated^ aad sbo 
mored forward^ but with irresolute 
fi^otatepa, and continual excIamationB 
of .wonder and terror. Her interrog!!* 
tjuons^f /' what wa& the matter?'^ md 
''whither was I going?*' were cease* 
less and vehement. 

'' It was the scope of vay efforts not 

^tothiak; to keep up a conflict axid 

uproar in my mind^ in which all order 
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escape f^oM tif0 ' senstftions pt^0tid 
bjr'her v^i^i^e. I w*s fliercfoiW' sifeiit. 
I strove t6 abridge tbis interirftl bytfty 
baste> and to waste* ali ray att^ffMf<9iriiii 
ftirioust ge^kulations. ^ - - 

^•lit tbis state ®f mind w« rMeb^ 
tty sister's dow. She iook^. dt^ ^t^e 
windows^ and saw that all was des&lalje. 
i^'^Why come w^ here? There is no 
body here. I will not go in J 

*' Still I wttg dumb; bot; #pcnidg 
the door, I dfeW her into #re ^ent^y. 
This \4'as tbe allotted scent : benresbe 
was to fall. X let go her hind^^'aiid 
pressing niy palm^ against my ftti^* 
faead^ made one mighty eMoH to woj^k 
vtp niy sotil to the deed. 

'^lu vain; it would not bfcj mt 
courage was appalled ; my arm » nerve- 
less: I muttered prayers that iky 
strength might be aided f#om above. 
They availed nothing. 



^'JIlMrer diffused .i^gfiC wff tfie. 
w^riBtion of mjr cowardice, pay 
raVeUicHi iaattted upon me^ and i 
««tpod rigid and oold as omrbLe. Froih 
Ahis. Mate I was somewhat relieyed by 
my wife's voice, xvbo renewed hes mp- 
'{lUcaiiOSA to be told why we i came 
,bitber^ and what waa. the fata of my 
aiaftec. -. 

" What could I amwev} My words 
were broken and inarticulate. Her 
ibars.oaturadlly acquired force frcmi the 
^bservvtion of tiiese symptoms; but 
these fears were misplaced. The only 
infeseoce she deduced from my cob- 
4uct 'Was, that some ten ible mishap 
had befallea Clara. 

'^Sbe wrung her haads^ axid iex* 
in an agony^ 'O tell me\ 
is sbe? What has become of 
her ? is she sick? Dea4? Is she ia 
iier. chamber i .O let me go thither 
and know the worst ! ' 



"This proposal set my thougbts 
once more in motion. Perhaps what 
my rebellious heart refused to perform 
here^ I might obtain strength enough 
to execute elsewhere. 

'^ Come then' said I, ^ let us go. ' 
*' I will, but not in the dark. We 
must first procure a light.'- 

*' Fly then and procure it ; but I 
charge you, linger noti I will await 
for your return.' 

*' While shef was gone, I strode 
along the entry. The fellness of a 
gloomy hurricane but faintly resem- 
bled the discord that reigned in my 
mind. To omit this sacrifice must not 
be ; yet my sinews had refused to per-^ 
form it. No alternative was offered. 
To rebel against the mandate was im* 
possible; but obedience would render 
fne the executioner of my wife. My 
will was strong, but my limbs refused 
their office. 



* '<She r6t«rii^ with a Ifght ; I led 
the \¥aj to the chamber ; she looked 
rornid.her; she lifted the curtaia of 
the bed ; she saw nothing. 

*^ At length ahe fixed her inquiring 
ejfss upoii me. The light now enabled 
her to discover in my visage what 
darkoessbad hitherto concealed. H^r 
caref . VFefe now transferred from my 
sister to rajself^ and she said in a tre- 
mulous voice^ ' Wieland ! you are ' 
not well : What ails you ? Can I do 
nothing for you?' 

. *^ That accents and looks s» winning * 
should disartt tte of iny fesotutioii ^ 
wn^ to be expiected. My thouglits 
vi^tf^ Ihrewtr anew into anarchy, I 
8preii4' Ipy haad bcfc^e my eyes that I 
m%^t not see her^ and^ answered^ <mly. 
by groans. She took my other' hand*^ 
between her 'd, and pressing it to her ^ 
hearty spcdLe wi(h that voice tvhich 
had ever swayed my will^ and wafted 
away sorrow. 
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'' Mjr f/iend ! thy soul's friend ! tell 
me thy caiise of grief. Do I not merit 
to partake viiih tbee in thy cares ? Am 

I notthyViftr 

'^Thisf ^as tdotmicfb. I broke froib 
her embrace^ and retired to^ a corner of 
the room.' In this patise^ courage was 
once more infused into me: I rcisdWed 
to execute my duty: She foUoWi^ 
m^^ ' and renewed her passionate en- 
treaties to know the cause of my d^%- 
tress. 

'' I raised mj head artd regarded h«r 
"with stedfast looks. I muttered some- 
thing about deaths and the injunctions 
of my duty. At these words • she 
shrunk back^ and looked at me with a 
new expression of anguish* After a 
pause^ flhe clasped fa^ hands^ and ex- 
claimed-— 

"OWieland! Wieland! God grant 
that I am mistaken; but sureljr some* 
thing is wroDg. I see it: it in too 



pUin: tiitu act uodonciTr-lQst ^ me 
and to tj^yself/ At the same tim^ she 
gitzed on m; featurea ,yvith ibtensest 
anxiety^ io^hope that different symp- 
toms would take pkLCe. I replied to 
ber With yebemeace — 
. /' Undone ! No ; my duty is knowo^ 
and I thank piy Crod th^t^JHy coyeard* 
ice 18 no\pr i^anquUbed^ and I haire 
fK)wer to fiilfil it. Catharine! I pity 
the weakness of thy nature: I pity 
thee^ but mu^t not spare. Thy life is 
claimed fsom mj hands : thou must 

di«r . ' 

'' Fear was now added to her grief. 
' WbM mean you? Why talk you of 
deaths . Bethink yourself, Wieland, 
bethink yourself, and this fit ,wil| pass. 
O why came I hither! Why did you 
drag me hither ?' 

f' I brought thee hither to fulfil a 
diyine command. I am appointed thy 
destroyer, and destroy thee X must.^ 

il2 



fiajing this I seized ber \vrists. She 
shrieked aloud^ and endeavoured tf> 
free herself from my grasp ; but her 
efforts were vain. 

'' Surely, surely> Wieland, thou dost 
not mean it. Am I not thy wife ? And 
wouldst thou kill me ? Thou witt not ; 
and yet— I s6e— thou art tVicland no 
longer ! A fury resistless and horrible 
possesses thee— Spare me — spare^^hefp 
help-' 

''Till her breath was stopped sfa^ 
ikrieked for belp-**-for mercy. When 
she icould speak no longer^ her ges^ 
tores, her looks appealed to my com* 
pa»ion. My aecursed hand was irre- 
solute and tremulous. I meant thy 
death to be sudden, thy struggles to 
be brief. Alas ! my heart was infirm ; 
my resolves mutable. Thrice I slack- 
ened my grasp, and life kept its hold, 
though in the midst of pangs. ^ Her 
6ye-baUs started from their socketsr. 
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Grioitiess and distortion too)c place of 
all that used to bewitch me into trans-^ 
port, and subdue ine into reverence. 

'' I was commissioned to kill thee, but 
not to torment thee with the foresight. 
of thy death ; not to multiply thy fear$^ 
and prolong thy agonies. Haggardj, 
and pale, and lifeless, at length thoU; 
ceasedst to contend with thy destiny. 

''This was a- moment of triumph. 
Thus had I successfully subdued the 
dtubbornness of human passions: the 
vietim which had been demanded was 
givea: the deed was done past reeal. 

'' I lifted the corpse in my arms and 
laid it on the bed, I gazed upod it 
with delight. Such was the elation of 
my thoughts, that I even broke into 
laughter. I clapped my hands and 
exclaimed^ ''It is done ! My sacred 
duty is fulfilled ! To that I have sacri* 
ficcd, O my God ! thy last and best 
gift, my wife ! * > 

** For a while I thus soared above 
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frailty. I imagined I had set mj^etf 
forever bejrond the reach of selfisbliesH.; 
but my imaginations were false. This 
rapture quickly subsided. I looked 
again at nly wife. My joyous ebulU-- 
tions Tanished^ and I asked myself 
who it was whom I saw. Methp^ght 
it could not be Catharine. It could 
not be the woman who had lodged for 
years in my heart; who had slept, 
nightly, in my bosom; who had borne 
in her womb^ who had fostered at ber 
breast^. the beings who called roe fa- 
ther; whom I had watched with de« 
lights and cherished with^a fondness 
ever new and perpetually growing; it 
pould not be the same. 

''Where was Ker bloom? Tbesa 
deadly and blood-suffused orbs hot ill 
resemble the azure and ecstatic tender- 
ness of her eyes. The lucid stream 
that meandered over that boscNm^ the 
glow of love that was wont to sit upon 
that cheeky are liuieh unlike these livid 
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staids and this Iiideouft deformity. 
Alfts \ these ^ere the tracer of agony ; 
the gripe of the a^as^io^hadib^^ heret 
^' I will not dwell upon nij lapse 
into, desperate and oufiageous sorrow. 
The breath of heaven that sustained 
nouer was withdrawn^ and I sunk into 
mere man. I leaped from the floor: 
I dttshed my head against the wall: I 
uttered scteams of horror: I panted 
after torment and pain. Eternal fire^ 
and the bickerings of hell^ compared 
with'what I felt^ were mniiic and a bed 
of roses. . 

'^ I thank my God that this degene- 
racy was transient^ that he .deigned 
once more to raise me aloft. I thought 
upon what I had done as a sacrifice to 
duty, and was calm. My wife was 
dead; but I reflected^ that though 
this source of human consolation was 
closed, yet others y^ere still open. If 
the transports of a husband wejre no 
. more, the feelings of a fathw had still 
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ihcffietar extrcisfe. Whea i^nem- 
l>f9Rfit«of tbeir aMtber sbaokt ekdia 
t^-^Hffeft^ pAUg^ I would looli upoD 
t||t«|it and 6^ eorinfar^. 

f' While I rfv#Wed these ideate Mw 
W^ftttli flowed in. iq>on mf heart-- 1 
vi^fk yrtimg. These feelings were the 
gr^wtlb of selfifihaesi. Of this I Was 
nf t e,waxe> tnA io dispel the mist thlit 
ol^eured my perceptions^ a new efful* 
geaee and a^ new mandate were neees- 

*^ Vtom these, tbovglits I was recall- 
ed bj a ray that was shot ioto the 
roQRii. A voice spako like ^ftt which 
I bad Woce. heaiid — ' Thou hasi done 
W^U ; bMt all is^not dafieN-*-the sacpiiee 
is ine0Oip)ete!-^iby chiMrea must be 
o&rednk^tliejr must perish wi<fr thS&f r 
nwtlwil!---^^' 
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